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Fz lucky Australian kids got 
the chance to get up close and 
personal with one of this country's 
finest stars in Spider Zeljko Kalac. 

‘The four boys spent two 
months with Serie B side AC 
Perugia in their Primavera side 
where they trained in a fully pro- 
fessional environment alongside 
up and coming Serie‘A players. 

Reports from the Italian club 
have stated that the Aussie lads 
ddid really well and that sn offer 
could be tabled for one or more of 
the young aspiring footballers 

Kalac was also a sheer gentle- 
man as the lads reported in show- 
ing them around and making them 
feel right at home. 


kaka 


verion’s Tim Cahill used vic~ 

ory in the Merseyside Derby 
to declare the Toffees capable of 
staying in the top few of the 
Premiership. 

Their one-il win in the 200th 
outing against Liverpool saw 
Everton leapfrog Arsenal into sec- 
ond place-a position Cahill 
believes the side is capable of 
maintaining. 

"There’s always a feeling we 
can keep it going," he told the offi- 
cial Everton website, 

"think everyone is waiting for 
the bubble to burst but that's not 
from us, that’s the media. We're 
very confident, but we're not 
going to get ahead of ourselves, 
we're just going to worry about 
the next game, 

"You work so han! to get results 
like this. It's a massive game for 
everyone involved in the club, the 
players, the staff, but especially 
the fans - they deserve something 
like this. 

‘They've been through the highs 
and lows and at the moment its a 
high." 
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sn the Red side of Liverpool it 

was revealed late last week 
that Harry Kewell looks set to 
miss Australia's next intemational 
matches as he is sill stuggling 
with injury. 

Kewell’s manager Bernie 
Mandic told Australian television 
that the winger is sill suuggling 
with ankle and groin injories and 
that he has been advised to take 
anywhere between two to three 
months off. 

"Realistically he should have a 
good rest," Mandic told SBS, 

"The physios have advised him 
to take a good eight to 10 weeks 
off, I would say you would be for- 
tunate to see him twice in 
Australia.” 

The latest pieoe of news is yet 
another set-back for Football 
Australia who view Kewell as a 
‘major draw card in atracing spec- 
tators. 

Mandic however has revealed 
Kewell has set his sights on next 
year's Confederations Cup in 
Germany. 

"He views the Confederations 
Cup as critically important for 
preparations to the World Cup and 
he really would love to be part of 
that 

"That for him is the priority 
next to the play-off match versus 
{ateam from] South America” 


wea 
fearts’ Patrick Kisnorbo hes 


out and blasted his 
Inverness Caledonian Thistie 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


‘opponent for what he says was a 
blatant dive that resulted in a 
penalty and a share of the points. 

Juanjo was adjudged to have 
been brought down in the 68th 
minute, but Kisnorbo revealed he 
had already wamed the striker 
about diving earlier in the match. 

"told him the first time to stop 
diving. He did it again to Steven 
Pressley and then he won himself 
4 penalty, To be fair to him, I don't 
know what happened with the 
penalty because I was on the 
‘ground, but it looks as though it 
was pretty soft, judging by the 
reaction,” This is North Scotland 
learnt. 


Kok k x 


uke Wilkshire however in on 

other end a diving claim, 
declaring his innocence after he 
‘was awarded alate penalty against 
Blackpool. 

Wilkshire went down under a 
challenge from Richie Wellens, 
but the resultant spot kick was 
blasted over the bar 

Nevertheless his action 
incensed most of the Blackpool 
team. 

He told befeworld.co.uk: "t'm 
‘good mates with Blackpool goal- 
keeper Brad Jones and he told me 
afterwards that [ wasn't the most 
popular player being talked about 
in their dressing room after the 
game. 


kK 


es Pogliacomi was the toast of 
Oldham Athletic team 
after his heroics gave his side a 
precious three points fallowing 
their 2-1 win over Huddersfield 
Town. 
Oldham's assistant manager 
Tony Philliskirk saluted a magnif- 
icent performance from bis goal- 
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Perugia’s Primavera squad 
keeper and said; "We owe him for 
the points," Philliskirk said. 

"We were under massive pres 

sure but he showed he is one ofthe 
best, if not the best, goalkeepers in 
this league, He was magnificent 
and he pulled us out.” 
Tn other goalkeeping news, 
Reading have handed a tial to 
Under 20 international Adam 
Federechi 

‘The young goalkeeper is train- 
ing with The Royals in an attempt 
to cama second chance in English 
football. 

Federichi signed non-contract 
forms with Wolves in February 
2003 but left the club in March 
this year for Italian side Sassari 
‘Torres. 

He has now retuned to 
England and has spent over a 
week under the gaze of Royals 
boss Steve Coppell and his coach- 
ing staff 

The shot-stopper featured for 
the reserves against Colchester 
United and will be waiting to dis- 
cover if he has impressed. 

Reading are looking to bring in 
a third Keeper as the 
Championship club want to farm 
out Jamie Young on loan. 


heck 


sterfield will lose the ser- 
wices of Australian defender 
‘Aaron Downes in the New Year. 

Downes was named in the 
Socceroos under-20 squad for the 
World Cup Qualifiers in Australia 
and the Solomon Islands in 
January. 

The youngster, who grabbed 
the opener in the 2-1 victory 
against Peterborough after he was 
drafted in. as cover for centre-back 
Steve Blatherwick, will be away 
with the Socceroos for three 


weeks, 
He told the club's official web- 


site: "I'm ecstatic about being 
sekected for this. It's a onc-weck 
tour of Australia and then two 
‘weeks in the Solomon Islands." 


a a ed 


ustralian Under-20 interna- 

ional Adam Federici is try- 
ing to clinch a contract with 
English First Division side 
Reading. 

‘The young goalkeeper is tran- 
ing with The Royals in an attempt 
to cama second chancein English 
football, 

Federici signed non-contract 
forms with Wolves in February 
20083 but left the club in March 
this year for Italian side Sassari 
Torres. He has now retumed to 
England and has spent over a 
week with Royals boss Steve 
Coppell and his coaching staff. 
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such player that could be 

Imiking a comeback to the 
Australian game is forgotten ex- 
Marconi Stallions midfielder Ufuk 
Talay. 

The 28-year-old has been play- 
ing his trade in Turkey forthe past 
six seasons and had stints at 
Gazinetspor and giants 
Galatasaray. 

Currently playing for second 
division side Mersyn Ydman 
‘Yurdu, Talay could be hopping on 
the next plane home in January 
organizing his trnsfer to A~ 
League side Sydney FC. 

‘The former Australian youth 
international was noted for his 
dazzling ball skills atthe Stallions 
has also been hunted by Perth 
Glory and the Newcastle Jets. 


ka 


jocceroo midfielder Vince 

JGrella was one relieved man 
last week when his side Parma 
defeated Turkish side Besiktas to 
move into the final 32 teams inthe 
next round of the UEFA Cup, 

Parma have had a disastrous 
year in the Serie A sitting near the 
bottom, the win against the 
Turkish club boosted the morale 
forthe team under their new coach 
Pietro Carmignani. 

Tt was however sacked Parma 
coach Silvio Baldini that brought 
Grella to the club this summer 
from current Serie B high flyers 
Empoli. 

Baldini’s exit smelt disaster for 
Grella however things changed in 
the second half when Vinny came 
into the game where Parma took 
‘out the precious vietory. 

Fellow countryman Marco 
Bresciano however has batlled 
injury this season that has kept 
him out of the spotlight atthe cub. 

Bresciano had an unbelievable 
year last season in the Serie A but 
injures have hampered the attack- 
ing midfielder’s progress to the 
top. 


tek 


mana striker Max Vieri has 
declared he'd welcome drop- 
ping out of the Serie B for a move 
to Napoli 
‘The Australia international has 
been in and out of the Ternana first 
team this season and is aware of 
interest from fallen giants Napoli. 
“Napoli has always been a club 
close to my heart,” said Vier. "Of 
course, I would consider dropping 
1 division to play for such a great 
and famous club." 


EK K 


tletico Madrid sports director 

‘Toni Munoz. was at Anfield 
last night to watch Liverpool 
winger Harry Kewell. 

Munoz was accompanied by 
fellow Atletico director Manuel 
Garcia Quilon to run the rule over 
Australia international Kewell 
against Newcastle United. 

‘Aletico are in the market for a 
left-sided winger and along with 
Kewell, also has their sights on 
Newcastle United firebrand 
Laurent Robert. Fueling specula- 
tion that Atletico are chasing 
Kewell, is that Munoz and Quilon 
chose to base themselves on 
Merseyside during their weekend 
tip. 

kkk 


azio are chasing Parma mid- 
elder Vince Grell, 

Parma technical chief Arrigo 
Sacchi har aiready opened talks 
with Lazio over the Australia 
international and is considering a 
loan offer from the Rome cfub. 

Lazio want to take Grella on- 
loan to the end of the season, 
though are also considering mak- 
ing a concrete offer for the mid~ 
field anchor, 
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ABSW /@) 


ABSW’s stall would like to inform its readers that the weekly publication 
“The Australian & British Soccer Weekly’ will still be operating its standard 24 page 
‘soceer fix during the Christmas and New Years break at all good news agencies. 
Victorian readers though will need to keep a keen eye for the next two weeks on 
-ABSW appearing in news stands. on Wednesday than the normal Tuesday just for the 


QUEENSLAND STING WIN RECORD 
FOURTH WNSL CHAMPIONSHIP 


break. 
ABSW would like to wish its readers a safe and Merry Christmas and a 
New-Year. 


Happy 
Here's (o Football in 2005 


EPPING YMCA 
SOCCER CLUB 


Premier League 
Coach & Players 


Epping YMCA Soccer Ciub 
requires 4 Coach for their Premier League 
squad for 2005, commencing late January. 


The position suits a Coach 
looking to further their 
career at the Highest level 
in Association football. 


‘Queensland Sting players hold aloft the trophy after victory in the National Womens Soccer League 
Grand Final 


ueensland Sting six _ minutes when she out- 


has claimed a _ paced the defence and slotted ; * The Club seeks a Coach 
record fourth past the goalkeeper while ec snu Ss : with experience, 


We ’s National Soccer McDonnell’ goal came ten enthusiasm, people skills 


League championship fol- minutes from time with a = = and enjoyment of soccer. 
lowing their 2-0 win over strike from 15 yards. l 0 S for B Fy | rec 

u ig is held at West Epping Oval on 
Northern NSW Prideatthe Northem NSW Pride I n i r4| rrdesday/endiesdayfelreninge Witial 


Queensland Sport & playing in the first ever 
Athletic Centre in Brisbane | WNSL Grand Final weren't 
last Saturday evening, without their chances and a 

Ina fiercely contested. and key moment in the game 
fast paced contest. came just prior to Sting's 
Queensland Sting scored second goal when Pride's 
goals early and late in the Elizabeth Kermode had a 
game through young strikers goal. disallowed after being 
Jessica Mitchell and Sasha narrowly adjudged offside. 
McDonnell to make up for 
last year’s disappointment of Queensland Sting .....2 
losing at home to the NSW (Jessica Mitchell 6’, Sasha 
Sapphires. ‘McDonnell 80°) 

Mitchell scored after just Northern NSW Pride ...0 


games played in the local district. 
Interested players are also welcomed. 
Enquires call Andrew Murray 9639 4596 


www.eppingymcasoccer.com.au 


7 th 


A.P.1.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL CLUB INC. 


2 nf. 
Femando Rech: Will not feature in next year’s 
A-League 


By Glenn Davie ith sjuis ast season. 


In the previous year he 


2005 Registration for Players 
‘SUN 10AM-12NOON ueensland Lions was outstanding and was 


fot ca 
Sree Phone: 2019527 @ Ncble O16 253 644 erent | Applications for Managers and Coaches 
www.readysetgoal.com.au sleep after the Australia when he was with 


sho@® about face from — the Brisbane Strikers. The above Club is seeking Managers, Coaches and players in all the 
Brazilian star Fernando _Rech also was linked to below listed age groups. Coaching applications close 30th December 2004 
Rech who has decided not Newcastle but his decision 


to play for the club in the to ignore by Australian clubs Under 6’s, Under 7’s, Under 8’s, Under 9’s, Under 10’s, Under 11’s, 
AU B U R N ST A R sc A-League next season, ‘comes as a major surprise, Under 12's, Under 13’s, Under 14’s, Under 15’s, Under 16's 


Lions’ thought Rech’s "We thought he was com- All Age Men’s — Girls and Ladies teams 
signature was amereformal- ing then all of a sudden 


STATE LEAGUE HY SES A POL ee ee Bi (Please note that the Club has 4 teams in each age g 


return to Australia. 8 
DIVISION TWO However, Rech did a  "Wehad agreed on money 
backilip and will not join the then his agent told us he had ® Positions still available in our elite 13 Premier Youth League squad 
= <r Queensland Lions, prefer- an offer to play in the 
Ting to play on his home turf —_ Brazilian first division. Parents can register their sons or daughters from 4th January 2005, 
inthe Brazilian firstdivision, "He kept us informed and Monday to Friday between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm at the Club’s 
Lions coach Miron I still thought he would administration office based at Lambert Park, Marion St Leichhardt 
Bleiberg said the deal fell come, 
through last weekend when "He was apparently flat- FOR ALL ENQUIRES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S 
First Grade & pee rang ue el oe er and 24 HR INFOLINE 
im the former Brisbane although his wife was v 
U21’s & U19’s Striker was staying in South keen to return to Bisbee, eye 
America, the monetary side was too 4 
MONA PARK Pea ge Ty (Sydney's largest sporting club) 
(Mona Rd Auburn) ceed by ing. Rech as z Lions’ aa So 
amine? [ul n contacted Korean signings ae i 
Conner er by a swag of overseas play- Yong and Seo Jung-Won are Pri epee nese) 
;' ers and their agents. due in Australia next month e 
"Its disappointing but you to join Lions, who will be 
Thursday 6th January 2005 ot Hse cai oe oi home games at Suncorp Q@nfinentfal 
and ‘Tuesdays and Thursdays after that ing to play in his top divi- Stadium. 
Seine = tas ee Fey ai not It’s believed two African Te as — ENCANA ES BERTIE, 
Expressions of interest for coming here to play with players and a Filipino will 
U21’s & U19’s Coaching Positions another club," Bleiberg said. tial early next year with the 
All enquiries please contact Bill on Rech played for club. 
0404 757 903 Parramatta but was plagued 
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PERTH LOOK TO KICK-START 


RECRUITMENT WITH FOREIGN COACH 


By Peter Damalas 


Glory technical 
manager Mich 
d'Avray has sought to 


allay fears that the club is 
lagging behind other A- 
League franchises in terms 
of player reeruitment. 
‘However, he has stated that 
the club must first hire its 
coaching staff before any fur- 
ther recruiting can take place. 
Thus far the club have con- 
firmed the signing of seven 
players, or one-third of the 
proposed twenty man playing 
roster. The likes of Adelaide 
United, Central Coast 
Mariners and Sydney FC 
have secured approximately 
double this amount of play- 
ers, while Newcastle Jets are 
on the way to establishing a 
well belanced side with the 
nine pleyers they have signed. 
‘At this stage Perth have 
signed former Sydney 
Olympe wide midfielder 
Hiroyuki Ishida, the 
Melboume Knights duo of 
Daniel Vasilevski and 
Solomon Islands international 
Henry Fa'Arodo, utility Naum 
Sekulovski, and 19-year-old 


tively. 


uation. 


he said. 


‘Young Socveroo squad mem- 
ber Nicky Ward — from the 
club's junior ranks. 


in attack and defence respec- 


But @Avray has urged for 
patience and prioritising, 

"We are pressing to get a 
coach appointed — and 
because we do not know what 
the coach's vision is, we are a 
bit reluctant and hesitant to 
sign players left, right and 
centre. There in lies the prob- 
Jem, we are in a catch 22 sit- 
fe need to get 
together with the coach to dis- 
cuss which players we will 
be targeting, but we cannot 
get left behind the eight ball," 


While Adelaide United 
have re-signed the bulk of its 
players from the National 
Soccer League, there is no 
indication that Perth will be 
doing the same with its high- 
ly successful and tightly knit 
squad of 2003-04. 


he coached to 


League participation 


"We sre starting afresh. 
There were only nine players 
we were able to look at, and 


thoughts that maybe we are 
resting on our laurels. But [ 
can assure everyone that this 
is not the case.” 


DiAvray was appointed 
technical manager of the club 
successive 
championships in the final 
two seasons of the NSL. He 
had originally made two pro- 
posals to the Perth Glory 
board of directors, 
agreed that this new role was 
required at this stage of the 
clubs development into A- 


"There are twenty-one 
poinis fin the job descrip- 


tion," dAvray said. 


The club look to have we'veoffered contracts tofive playing side of the club. Itis be involved in the club in a 
invested primarily in the of them," he said not like Im being farmed out technical capacity. 

squad's midfield, with veteran "There is: some anxiety to retire, far from it, I stil Having two high profile 
Stuart Young and South bere considering some of the think of myselfasa coach.” men in charge of the running 
Melbourne stalwart Ante players the other clubs have He also stressed the of a football team is often 
Kovacevic the sole signings signed, and there have been importance of tuilding a fraught with danger. 


d'Avray said. 


who 


"Basically my job is to 
oversee the technical and 


strong working relationship 
with the new ccach. "The 
relationship must be good for 
the coach to be successful," 


"T will be looking, but 1 
wont be looking over the 
coach's shoulder, He will 
mould the team accordingly, 
while contract and salary cap 
negotiations will be under my 
umbrella. My roleisakind of 
buffer, if you will, between 
the coach and the board. And 
this position will help consid- 
ering we will be publicly list- 
ed on the stock exchange." 

Clashes between technical 
directors and coaches have 
had an adverse affect on the 
campaigns of European clubs 
such as Tottenham Hotspur 
and Ajax Amsterdam already 
this season, with one party or 
the other resigning from their 
posts, while the Jets recruit 


ment drive has been ham- 
pered somewhat by the news 
that Terry Venables will not 


"These problems are all to 
do with interference. The 
coach is in charge of team 
selection, performance and 
results, while the technical 
manager is there to offer sup- 
port and perhaps concentrate 
‘on individual performances. 

‘The paths are totally differ- 
ent,” dAvray said. 

He confirmed that the club 
are currently in the hunt for a 
well credentialled coach from 
abroad, and stated that he has 
amanged for overseas con- 
tacts to put out the feelers to a 
number of possible candi- 
dates. A shortlist of up to five 
names will be presented to the 
board, who will consider the 
options and make un appoint- 
‘ment, hopefully in the not too 
distant future. 

Chairman Nick Tana is 
currently overseas attempting 
to find a coach that fits the 


ambitious club's criteria, 

D/Avray also said that the 
club would waive its right to 
recruit a marquee. player out- 
side the salary cap, claiming 
that this is not high on the 
club's list of priorities. 

Perth Glory proved to be 
one of the catalysts for 
change in Australian soccer. 

"[ have a firm belief in the 
people involved in the game 


Perth Glory coach Mich d’Avray remains quietly 
confident on the recruitment process at the club 


at the moment," d’Avray said. 
"The A-League workshop a 
couple of weeks ago gave us 
‘an opportunity to share our 
vision, strategies and ideas, 
and for once: the sport is 
heading in the right direction, 
A viable national competition 
is vitally important in the 
development of players for 
the national team." 


Joeys) have suffered a 2-1 defeat 

against the United States in 
Bradenton last Thursday (Australi 
time), with the home side snatching a dra- 
matic 94th minate winner after a frantic 
final 15 minates of play. 

‘The Australians fell a goal behind in the 
Bist minute before Victorian striker Daniel 
Visevic equalised for the Qantas Joeys inthe 
last miaute of regulation time, following a 
mix up between the United States back line 
and their goalkeeper, 

Heartbreakingly for Ange Postecoglous 
side; the United States sealed their third win 
of the series in the dying moments, just sec- 
nds after goal scorer Visevic had his match 
winning effort cleared off the goat lice in 
desperation by the United States defence. 

‘The Qantas Joeys had a number of oppor- 
tunities to net the match opener in the first 
half, wth Robbie Kruse particularly damag- 
ing up front. 

‘The Queensland based striker had sttong 
claims for a penalty denied inthe 8th minute, 
before firing wide on two other occasions. 

Defender Matthew Spiranovic also com- 
ing close to scoring with his header striking 
the crossbar as Australia sought an equliser 
Jate in the second half. 

It was the fourth international in a for 
night between the two sides with the United 
States having won the first and third maiches 
and drawing the second. 

The match concludes the Qanias Jocys 
five-match tour of the USA, which served as 
preparation for next April's Oceania qualify- 
ing tournament for the FIFA U-17 World 
Championship. 


T: Australian u-17 team (Qantas 


USA... 
(81, 94) 


(Daniel Visevic 90) 


‘Anstralian line-up: Ben Cheyne (gk); 
Scott Weidenbach, Wade Ovstendorp, 
‘Matthew Spiranovic, David Williams (Leigh 
Broxham 92), Daniel Miller (Tayfun 
Buyukkop 85), Kaz. Patafta, Brendan 
Maroney (Matthew Mullen 60), Robbie 
Kruse, Matt Dobbin, Daniel Visevie 

Subs not used: Dean Piemonte, Chris 
Davis (gk), Matt Park, Will Thom, Andrew 
Myles, Ian Graham 


‘The full tour match schedule was: 

Qantas Joeys y United States U-17s (play- 
xs bom in 1988) 

Result -0-2 


Qantas Joeys v United States U-17s (89) 
Result - 1-1 


Qantas Joeys v United States U-17s (88) 
Result-1-4 


‘Qantas Joeys v IMG Academy (U-19s) 
Result -4-2 


Qantas Joeys v United States U-17s (89) 
Result - 1-2 


All matches were played in Bradenton, 
Fonda, 


‘The 2005 FIFA Under 17 World 
Championship will be held in Pera from 16 
September until 2 October. 


_ for Viareggio 


‘SW Premier League 
club APIA. 
Leichhardt Tigers will 

be Australia’s representative 

in the very prestigious Coppa 

Carnevale in Viare; 

(Tuscany) in late January 

next month. 

The tournament is arguably 
the most prestigious under 21 
club tournament in the world 
and it draws on 40 teams from 
around the globe. 

Some of the best in Europe, 
including AC Milan, Juventus 
and Man Utd, always tate their 
youth teams to Viareggio for the 
Coppa Camevale, 

APLA. Leichhardt will be 
taking their under 19 team, 
which plays in the NSW 
Premier League competition, to 
the tournament, 

The coach of that team is 
John Romeo, who is also the 
Australian National Schoolboys 
coach, whilst the assistant 
coach is Mark Brady. The 
Romeo-Brady combination has 
been at the helm of the APTA. 
‘Youth team for some six years 
with generally outstanding 
results in the NSW Premier 
League competition. 

Reflecting on A.PLLA.’s third 
trip to Viareggio in four years, 
Romeo expressed his excite- 
ment at the challenge. 
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“Naturally I am looking for- 
‘ward to the challenge of playing 
the best in the world and so too 
is every player in the team,” he 
said as he finalises travel details 
for this trip 

“The Viareggio tournament 
has an electrifying atmosphere, 
in the sense that everybody who 
is anybody in football in Europe 
is there scouting, observing and 
enjoying proceedings.” 

‘The format is similar to the 
World Cup with teams initially 
allocated to 2 group of four 
before the top two progress to 


‘When asked about whom he 
would like to face in Viareggio, 
Romeo confidently expressed 
his desire to see his team match 
their skills against one of the 
European superpowers. 

“Obviously a big name team 
such as Juventus, AC Milan, 
Bayern. Munich or Newcastle 
United would be fantastic,” he 
said. “Anything is possible with 
the draw which comes out in a 
few days. 

“We'll be ready for anyone. I 
am not saying that we'll be beat 
one of those bigger teams but 


the knockout phase of the tour- we will acquit ourselves well 
nament_ and we'll play good, tactical 

‘Australia has always patron- and technical football,” Romeo 
ised the Vaeasio Coppa said, 


The Viaregsio Coppa 
Camevaleis into its 
57th edition and is 


six straight years to 
< ‘a major avenue for 


the toumament, | 5, 


from 1996 to 2001, Italian and other 
and APA. European clubs to 
Leichhardt will be showcase their tal- 
making their thin ented youth teams. 


Media interest in the event is 
always very high and leading 
Italian daily newspaper, La 
Gazzetta dello Sport, “the 
famous pink sports paper, has 
already promised readers an 
extensive coverage of the 
‘Viareggio tournament, 

The Viareggio toumament is 
called the Coppa Camevale 
because it coincides with Italy's 
‘week-long camival celebrations 


appearance in four years there, 
having previously competed in 
2002 and 2003. 

‘The experience is absolutely 
invaluable for all the players 
concerned and, with the pletho- 
1 of talent scouts who regular- 
ly attend in Viareggio, it is 
possible that some good perfor- 
‘ances may land some players 
an opportunity to trial at 2 
European club. 


A.PLA's aspiring Under 
20 coach John Romeo 
cannot walt for the 
Viareggio Tournament 
‘which conclude just prior to the 
teligious Lent period in the lead 


celebration with some absolute- 
ly enormous, colourful and 
creative floats. The Viareggio 
camival rivals the Venice carni- 
val as the most beautiful and 
spectacular in Italy. ABSW will 
be closely monitoring the 
progress of the APIA. 
Leichhardt Tigers in Viareggio 
and reporting on all the tourna- 
rment's news to our readers. 


Victory go local with Merrick 


‘ will be a huge week for former Victorian 
Institute of Sport coach Ernie Merrick after 
‘Scotsman was announced as Melbourne 
Victory’s new coach for the commencement of 
the A-League season, 

The highly qualified coach beat off several high 
profile and well experienced National League man- 
agers for Melbourne's number one job. 

It came down to the wires last week when the 
‘Victory announced that from their shortlist of seven, 
two were battling for Melbourne's coaching job, 
Merrick and former Parramatta Power coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, 

The news was leaked last week from close 
sources at the club that stated Merrick’s approval. 

Theodorakopoulos has now accepted the job 
vacancy at NSW Premier League club Bankstown 
Lions after Andy Papoulias’ exit o Cyprus. (Tum to 
page 9 for more information), 

Merrick bom and bred in Scotland, emigrated to 
Australia way back in 1970 where he brought with 
im his passion for the game as well-as a degree in 
teaching from his motherland. 

Most football followers in Melbourne have 
known Merrick as ‘the man’ in developing young- 
sters after he accepted the role of being head coach 
of the VIS in "92. 

Through time, Merrick taught hundreds of 
Australia’s finest young stars that are currently mak- 
ing a name for themselves in Europe. 

At first Ernie’s name was not one of the 
favourites in the coaching race for Melbourne, but 
his sports science knowledge combined with sports 
medicine and training techniques put him in good 


A-League clubs flock to Porterfl 


stead for the vacant spot. 

His credibility amongst many of the coaches in 
Australia stands quiet firm and many A-grade 
‘coaches have regarded Merrick as a true profession- 
al especially in the art of developing players. 

His appointment has only put more of a refresh- 
ing look on the new league next season. 

What many followers didn’t know was the fact 
that the Scotsman possess a UEFA professional 
coaching license, something not many in this coun- 
try can state they have, 

Now that the Victory have announced their coach, 
the next step is signing new players for the new year. 

The Victorian Football Federation are now on the 
Took-out for a new VIS coach who will fill the enor- 
‘mous shoes left by the Scotsman, 

Its also understood that Young Socceroos coach 
Ange Postecoglou will also play a role in assisting 
the Victory and has stated that he will be on hand if 
the club requires any help. 

The former South Melbourne mentor knows 
Merrick very well and did have him at various 
Australian youth camps as the Assistant Coach, 

The Victory though have been busily preparing 
for the announcement of its new signings and talks 
have already taken place with hopeful arivals at the 
club. 

‘Two big names that have been reported in the 
media in coming back to Australia, namely 
‘Melbourne have been Socceroos Danny Tiatto and 
Kevin Muscat. 

‘Also a host of Young Socceroo stars, Vinny Lia, 
Adrian pain a and Kristian Sarkies have also been 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


jormer Sunderland great Ian 
Prevesti has caught the 
attention of three A-League 
clubs in search of a coach it was 
reported to ABSW last week. 
Having been involved in football 
coaching and management since 
1977, firstly as a player coach, then as 
a Manager in the Premier League in 
England and in Scotland, Portefield’s 
achievements have been taken well by 
the various Australian clubs. 
Porterfield was also fortunate 
enough to have steered Zambia 
Zimbabwe, Gabon, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and Trinidad & Tobago in their 
World Cup qualifying campaigns. 


Porterfield’s last coaching duty was 
with Korean Premier League side the 
Buson Icons whom Socceroos star 
Ahmad Elrich played for before mov- 
ing back to Australia. 

Playing well aver 500 games in the 
Scottish and English Premier League, 
one tremendous feat Ian achieved was 
rebuilding the National Team of 
Gabon in April 1993. 

“One of the biggest delights in my 
career was bringing great success to 


Melboume Victory’s new coach former 
VIS head-man Ernie Merrick 


On the facilities front, its believed that the new 
state centre at Northcote will be where the Victory 
will train out of when completion on their new head- 
quarters finishes in June, until then a prominent 
Victorian Private School has been targeted for its 
pre-season use. 

Meauwhile ina frst for auy A-League club, the 
Victory will take on K-League side Chonbuk 
Hyundai Motors as part of ils pre-season warm 
matches in February. 


the country of Gabon after a tragic air Prank lay iat last 
disaster killed their entire team in week announced the 
"93", organisation would be 
A-League clubs have been alerted changing its name to 
to his availability and it could come . - Football Federation of 
‘true that he may well take a side tn fake) pile hove med eee alas the 
3 oe former fanuary 2005, 
next season’s revamped competition. Scottish aaa (al playG Tiere Tse was a 
fan Porterfield 


fhe 2005 Victorian Premier League sea- 

son has taken another turn with the 

merger between the Whittlesea Stallions 
and the Fawkner Blues being made official. 

Following Whittlesea’s demise from the VPL 
last season the club will become one entity with 
VPL club Fawkner Blues, which will compete in 
the 2005 VPL. 

Both clubs have gained fit in the financial sec- 
tor and will need to be at their best with South 
Melbourne and the Melbourne Knights tipped to 
be a major force in the Victorian Premier League 
in January. 

The merger adds to the excitement of the 
upcoming season but also has ramifications 
throughout the Victorian Soccer Federation (VSF) 
league structure, 

‘The vacancy created in State League Division 
One vill have a ripple effect across all senior 
men’s leagues. 


Outlined is an extract from the 2004 VSF 
Regulations that clearly stipulate the process when 
vacancy orcurs. 


EXTRACT FROM 2004 YSF 
REGULATIONS 
Regulation 2 - Competition ~ The Leagues 


2.4.1 Promotion & Relegation of Clubs 
2.4.1.2 State League Division Two (2) 


‘unveiled, incorporating. the 


‘The playoff criteria for promotion to fill the 
vacancy in State League Division One (1) will be 
applied as follows: 

(i) The loser of the first play-off between the 
two 2nd placed State League Division Two (2) 
clubs will remain in State League Division ‘Two 
(2). The winner of the first play-off will take on 
the 10th placed State League Division One (1) 
team in the second play-off for a place in State 
League Division One (1). 

(ii) Ifthe club which wins the second promo- 
tion play-off fails to satisfy the requirements of 
Regulation 2.1,then the vacancy will be offered to 
the team which finishes runner-up in the second 
promotion play-off. 

(iii) 1f the dub that finishes runner-up in the 
second play-off final fails to satisfy the require 
ments of Regulation 2.1, then the loser of the first 
promotion play-off final will be offered the vacan- 
cy, provided the club can satisfy the requirements 
of Regulation 2.1 as stipulated above. 


t | eae that fortunes have finally changed for 
| ee Nathan Rivera. Mendez, Gonzales, 


The silky ‘ale midfielder with all the tricks and a lethal 
shot to boot, is flying high this. season after a few setbacks 
threatened to stall his career in recent years. 

Rivera was one of the brightest stars in the Marconi youth 
setup when he was 16 and his progress was being closely mon- 
itored by Frank Farina, the Stallions’ boss at the time. 

Eddie Krencvic succeeded Farina at Bossley Park and also 
became a Rivera fan, The future seemed bright for the player, 
‘whose grandfather was also an accomplished player with Colo 
Colo. 

Rivera was promoted to the Marconi first grade squad at age 


~ 18, but everything came to a halt when he broke his leg early 


in the season, in an NYL match. 

*Yes, you could say that shook me up" said the likeable 
Rivera, often recognised for his ever-changing hairstyles. 

"I was getting many positive things said about me, I felt 
‘good, Iwas playing well, and it all came to a shuddering halt 

‘Three seasons at Parramatta Eagles, interlaced with winter 
spells at AC United and Mount Pritchard have allowed Nathan 
to refocus on his football and put the disappointments behind 
him, and he has now attracted interest from a few A-League 
clubs. 

"Nothing's concrete yet, but my agent is talking with A- 
‘League and overseas clubs. I suppose I fell out of view, and I 
have to reintroduce myself to club coaches at higher levels" 
said Rivera. 

"If they come to Eagles matches they will see good positive 
hard working players like John Kelso, Richie Cardozo and oth- 
ers” he added, bumbly shining the spotlight away from his two 
‘man-of-the-match awards and outstanding form. 


Football finally 


Southem Cross and the 
organisation's corporate 
colours of blue and gold. 

"2005 will be one of the 
most crucial in the history of 
Football in Australia and we 
will start it off with this sym- 
bolic move," said Lowy. 

"The change in our corpo- 
rae name is another part of 
the ongoing process of repo- 
sitioning the game in 
Australia.” 

Lowy confirmed that the 
organisation does not pretend 
that all Australians will take 
to calling the game football 


recognized by 
Australia 


fora successful futur. 

"It has been an intense 
period, getting the ASA’s 
house in order from an organ- 
isational perspective, and lay- 
ing important. foundations - 
no just fora vitally important 
2005, but also fora stable and 
Sustainable future for the 
game, 


immediately and confirmed 


that the name "Socceroos" Pom 

would not be discarded but FOOTBALL 

Fee aaa FEDERATION 
AUSTRALIA 


tant to make this symbolic 
change, and to bring the 
“World Game” in Australia 
into line with the rest of the 
Football World. We are one 


"We set about ensuring we 
get quality people on board, 


cof the few countries that calls perform modem and effective 
its national team by a nick- governance, achieve on-field 
name. tesults, construct a new 


"It has been commonly 
used but we may see it fade 


national competition and 
drive more value into the 


out as evolution takes place." grass roots of the game. 

Tn an open letter to stake- "With these building 
holders of the sport detailing - blocks in place, we now need 
the name change, Lowy said to work even harder to ensure 
2004 had been about putting that no opportunities are 
the building blocks in place Tost" 
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Young Socceroos squad announced for the Solomons 


ational Youth coach 
Ange Postecoglon 
has named his 20- 
man squad to compete in 
Jamnarys Oceania qualifying 
tournament in Honiara for 
the 2005 FIFA World Youth 
(Championship. 

The squad features five 


midfielder Jordan Simpson of 
NSW Premier League club St 
George and 16-year-old striker 
David Williams. 

Queenslander Williams has 
been promoted to the squad 
following his performances 
with the Qantas Joeys on their 
recent two-week tour of the 


Jordan Simpson is next in a 
Tong list of great names that 
have played for the club and 
gone on to represent Australia. 

We are very proud of 
Jordan's achievement and his 
selection shows the club is 
committed to nurturing and 
developing talented young- 


While Tyler missed selec- 
tion this time, Spanoudakis did 
state: 

“Lam unsure of the Jast time 
when twins represented 
Australia at any level in foot- 
ball, bat 1 am confident that 
both Jordan and Tyler will 
figure in Ange’s final squad 


overseas-based players with United States, sters to play at the highest that will hopefully compete in 
the remaining 15 players cur- St George coach Manny level. Our congratulations go Holland next year”. 
rently in Australia, Spanoudakis was over- to Jordan and his family.” ‘Also in the squad are recent 
Three players in the squad helmed with Simpson's Jordan joined the club atthe Hyundai A-League signings 
are yet to make their debut for inclusion and stated. beginning of this season from Jacob ‘Timpano and Mark 
the Qantas Young Socceroos- “St George has a proud Winter Super League side Milligan of Sydney FC, 
goalkeeper Chris O'Connor of _ tradition of producing quality Northern Tigers along with his Newcastle United Jets mid- 
Trish club Bray Wanderers, footballers over the years. fielder Stuart Musialik and 


Billy Celeski (Bulleen Zebras, Vic) 
Spase  Dilevski_ (Tottenham: 


twin brother, Tyler. 


no ‘glamour’ 


Sydney FC 


‘ewly-appointed Sydney FC 
N& executive officer Andy 

Harper desperately wants his 
A-League team to ditch the "glamour 
club" tag. 

Harper, a 300-game national soccer 
league veteran turned media pundit and 
Writer, was unveiled as the new boss of 
Sydney FC on Thursday. 

The 37-year-old takes over eight 
months out from the start of the A- 
League season with his clubs player 
recruitment arguably the best in the 
Teague so fat 

But Harper shies away from the term 
"glamour club being bandied around t0 
describe Sydney FC, which has already 
made the league's two most significant 
signings to date, uring Socceroo striker 
David Zdrilic ‘and midfielder Steve 
Corica home from Europe. 

"We don‘ like the term glamour club! 
and we're not going to pursue it," Harper 
said 

"But we do want something that looks 
fresh, smells clean and sounds good.” 

"Well be trying to produce something 
that's appealing to as broad a base of peo- 
ple as possible.” 

As a player, Harper was more noted 
for his graft than any glamour - scoring 
more than 100 NSL goals over 15 


seasons at seven clubs. 

‘And he believes the A-League and its 
clubs can lear from the much-maligned 
NSL and should work on carrying over 
some of the league's good points. 

"The NSL at its peak was a very 
healthy competition, particularly in the 
technical sense,” Harper said. 

"The A-League is important because it 
strikes a difference to the way that the 
NSL finished." 

"But technically, clubs would do well 
to learn from the NSL." 

"Australia has always produced good 
soccer players and a good standard of 
soccer it's always just a case of how the 
game is packaged and presented.” 

Tn recent years, Harper has been 
involved with Australian television cov- 
erage of the 1998 and 2002 World Cups 
with SBS and the Nine Network, as well 
as writing newspaper columns and 
books. 


Harper will start work at Sydney FC 
on Monday, with his first tasks 10 help 
recruit the club's marquee player and 
as both likely to come from over- 


iene earned Sydney FC's 
ownership structure will soon be 
finalised after Soccer NSW's decision 
last weekend not to take up a 25 per cent 


Sydney FC’s new CEO- 
‘Andy Harper 


shareholding in the club, 

Sydney FC chairman: Walter Bugno 
said Harper was an obvious choice. 

“Andy brings respect and credibility 
to our club as one of the most highly 
regarded people in the game," Bugno 
said. 

"He knows football, has a sharp brain 
and exudes the passion and energy for 
the cause that we want the entire public 
to feel.” AAP 
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[Nick Ward of Perth Glory. 

The Qantas Yong 
Socceroos have been drawn 
alongside New Caledonia, 
‘Tonga and Vanuatu in Group A 
of the nine-team qualifying 


tournament with the top two back in Apri 


from each group to progress to “We will go into the quali- 
the semi finals and the winner fiers quietly confident of suc- 
of the tournament to represent cess.” 

Oceania at June's FIFA World The + Qantas_---Young 
Youth Championship in the Socceroos reached the second 
‘Netherlands, round at the 2003 FIFA World 


Group B will be contested 
by hosts the Solomon Islands, 
American Samoa, Fiji, New 
‘Zealand and Samoa. 

"I'm quite happy with the 
‘way the squads coming togeth- 


a 
“Most of the players in this 
squad have spent some decent 


preparation time together as a 
unit with our squad going to 
‘South America Jast month, the 
home series against Chile in 
‘September and prior to that the 
trip to Belgium and France 


Youth Championship in the 
United Arab Emirates, defeat- 
ing eventual winners Brazil 
before being knocked out by 
the host nation. 

The 2005 FIFA Would 
Youth Championship will be 
held in The Netherlands from 
10 June -2 July. 


Socceroos 
coach is confident of 
success in the 
Solomons 


Winnie Schaefer 
keen on Australia 


heard that 
Cameroon coach Winnie 
Schaefer is keen on playing 
a role in the Australian 


game. 

‘A certain football agency 
in Burope has hinted that 
Schaefer would love to exert 
the role of being a technical 
director in Australia but at 


former strong youth policy at his 
club as he sees the develop- 
ment of young talent as para- 
mount to the overall success 
of the team, 

The resume of Winnie is 
rather extensive and no doubt 
having a manager with his 
qualities in this country 
would certainly benefit the 


this stage the role will not be development of the game. 
filled until stated otherwise. Maybe A-League clubs 
The 54-year-old charis- should take note? 

matic and highly experienced It would be brilliant to see 
Winnie Schaefer: coach shot to fame when he him tag down a role as a 
Former Cameroon guided African giants coach at a certain club but at 
coach is keen on Cameroon to an African Cup _ this stage, the German is keen 

venturing to Austraila victory and also guided the _ on getting something bigger. 
By mighty lions into the 2002 Socceroos coach Frank 

Mark Stavroulakis World Cupin Korea Japan. Farina has been going 
oS Schaefer has been regard- through the motions selecting 
SA CEO John ¢d.as a ‘hands on’ manager _hiis squad for the build up to 
As has assured who likes his team to play the 2006 World Cup quali- 
Socceroo coach _ attractive, high energy foot- fiers and has the firm belief 
Frank Farina that a techni- ball of technically high stan- that the current team drawn 


cal director will not be 
appointed however close 
sourees to: ABSW have 


‘Cameroon. 


dard, like what he did with 


up has been seen as one of the 
best ever. 


He believes in avery 


Mickey Adams joins 
Sydney FC shortlist 


rs 


hharismatic A-League club Sydney 
FC are said to be in talks with 
Englishman Mickey Adams for the 
hhead coaching position in next year's A- 
League. 


Leading English newspaper ‘The Mirror’ 
say the ambitious Sydney Club are pursuing 
‘Adams, who is looking for new surroundings. 
‘The cashed up A-League club has declared it 
is after a foreign coach to work with assistant 
Tan Crook. 

Sydney. FC player scout, Lou Sticca,. has 
held talks with Adams, who is out of work 
since resigning from Leicester. 

Adams is believed to be one of three coach- 
¢s being shortlisted by the Sydney board who 
will likely make an announcement in the New 
Year, 

Former Chelsea player/manager, Gianluca 
‘Vialli, has also been linked with the Sydney 


Mickey Adams: Former Leicester City 
boss has been put on the shortlist as a 
possible Sydney FC coach 


club and has said to have been interested in the 
coaching venture. 

‘The third coach rumoured still remains a 
mystery. 


from the a 
dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


haye been added to the roster 
alongside Noah Hickey snd 
Danny Hay. 

While only four players 
have definitely signed, the 
Kingz have agreements in 
principle with Jason Rowley, 
Jeremy Christie, Michael 
Utting and South African 


Marquee Football is Australia's 


leading team sport, with 
Madness Not ore than one million people 


happening taking part 
Lowe Hunt managing 
‘asn’t it the ASA that director Ben Colman said the 
strictly stated during agency would create a fully 
the ASA’s announcement of integrated campaign includ- 
the A-League that all clubs ing T'VCs, retail, events, 


would get the fine opportuai- direct marketing and sales Keryn Jordan, 

ty in possibly signing on a promotions. "We have four players on 

marquee player that would "This is an exciting oppor- our books now and when the 

certainly boost the side's tunity for our agency to be football manager comes on 

chances on and off the pitch? involved at the start of creat- board we will start recruiting 
A couple of months down ing a big future for football in earnest," said Hedderwick 

the track and we are yet to in this country," he said. to the NZ Herald. 


see any BIG NAME players. The ASA are aiming for 
appear for next season’s A- one million spectators for the 
League, shouldn't that be a Hyundai A-League in the 
concer? first season at an average of 
‘This holds no disrespect to 10,000 fans per match, and 
the players that have already Fox Sports will televise at 
penned their new deals with least two out of four matches 
respective A-League clubs live each week. 
but at the moment, the buzz. 


ofaformer world playerisn’t — ‘Tana’s Zurich 
circulating, 


The Kingz held interviews 
for theic manager's position 
last week and Hedderwick 
also said: 

"The applicants for the 
football manager's job are 
two global, one Kiwi. 
Without a doubt you would 
recognise all three appli- 
cans. 

"One is from Australia, 


What [see at the moment adventure one is from the UK. One 
is the NSL all over again in ae: would be a household name 
regards to the players and rth Glory chairman Nick and the other one played a 
their clubs. Tana last week spent a few first division games in 


Take out the 13 teams, put C00! week in Zurich going 


in the 8, and what you have {rough the procedures at EUS e eat ena kney 


him, but he's a potential 


are former NSL players play-  FLFA’s club task force. i 
ing under new clubs and ees Glory 
ate a firm place on Kewell 

Sure the gameis on every. tle OFC representative com- slits 
one’s lips at the moment and Mittee and the trip heralded show’ in 
the anticipation for the first tte chance for the Australian Friendli 
atch cue a time bomb ' Tub shoulders with high Tim Cahill: The Australian star midfielder is in pole position to take out the OFC Player of the atic) 
ready to explode but to top it PfOfile officials from clubs in Year award ustralia's preparations to 
all off, wouldn’t it be nice to bes Germany and 5 take out the ORC honour. looked like half the so called graph. "Lbave been clean for two ualify for the 2006 soc- 
see a big name grace our we ripe Thank Goodness he's superior Premier Leagueside "At national champi- months but I know you can cer World Cup could be dis- 
very own soccer pitches to én eam PICS Australian!!! they have been outlined to onship level in soccer this always slip up. I have tupted with Harry Kewell 
kick start our football cam- pene es be year, 24 indigenous young- changed sure I never slip up likely to miss some of next 
Paign. ‘euteie aia Officials 10 sters were involved - 16 girls again. ‘year's lead-up games. 

Its gond to see a couple of 0! so stan Football making 1 ¢izht boys. In Australian "Football will give me _Kewell, who plays for 
our former Socceroos bead dard concems over player minute outrage football, there were 61, so that.” English Premier League side 
back ‘down-under’ for the peiedis bs eh ey b's Leah thats still in front, but soccer Liverpool, continues to battle 
new competition, now lets = 5 ppesrrocen Sain Australia’s has already —outstr groin and ankle injuries. 
See some world stars appear. ‘OW, in busily announcing pat eee ray eet ane tes eee CoB S NN Nei ac i ny 

the new coach at Perth with Premier League match sioottt oeRIS! Mariners cool on ricadly matches against 

ASA appoints" that a well known between the Rockdale Suns population "Netball is a huge git's Imarquee signing — South Aftica in February and 

me German or Englishman ison and Sydney Olympic would Tis dik sport, but there were only Irag in March, before con- 

marketing the cards for taking over the nave seen the outrageous ten | ibe is beginning t four indigenous kids. (“Ventral Coast Mariners testing the Confederatious 

agency Glory next season. minute extra time apply itself attract a larger group of involved in national trials for ‘coach Lawrie McKinna Cup in June. 

at St George Stadium. young aboriginals to the that has played down the need for _Kewell's manager Bernie 

ydney agency Lowe Hunt © Gahill leading —_Irtte Rockdale Suns players game. ; the club to sign a marquee Mandic says the tournament 

has won a multi-million the OFC race  *™_Mlicials could not Queenslander David Bosnich: player. in Germany is Kewell’s 

dollar contract to raise the believe their luck, after lead- Williams. 16, has been called 2 "If a marquee player was immediate focus before final 

profile of football in reve seen Ronaldinho ME. ON€-til, had the ten into the Australia U20 squad Walsall trials available we would be bappy World Cup qualifying takes 
Australia. dash off with this TM Penalty slapped on for neat year's World fas my hunger to think about it, but he place laterin the year 

Lowe Hunt fended off year's FIFA World Player of them. ; Championship qualifiers back would have to contribute on "That's what the game 
competition from 24 other the year, Andrei ,,Fouth official “Sandro after impressing on an U17 the pitch and get people to plan is, to make sure that he's 
agencies to win the ASA S\teycherko has taken off Pettcatini should surely be tour ofthe USA this month, cook $0 the: ground® fully 4 for) the 


sound, wil Ye ithe Burp Fie of eae pari at cae gar Mein ld he Sun- Cnet Cop, Bot 
marking suppor forthe seis Gonna to ow or ag os Ses nd fog etetion set, folowing Saas eee "The Central Coast has 2 virally rule him out now.* 
new star. ecieete Nonthiand ee offer from Walsall manager Pig Soccer community but he said. 

‘The results for,the OFC uchtothe relief ofthe Sims Australian -—»«Futsal- Patil Merson. Bi Bie ie En ona if 
MiyeroftheYearareenect- Sr vio recoded thet Ineatueel and coneat Te Asc hat played Tgioninanyfomofmaion- Party BOoper 
ed “fo come out in Tate cost’ famous victory, ever Inter Lions player Lachlan cOmpetitive football since %) competition so we thik Kalac 
January but Tittle can £0. ver their twortime former Wright is also of Aboriginal Stfering a drugs tan two tHe loval people will come 


said Lowe Hunt was chosen O08 fof careat on ire Wr, chams. descent and has done quite Yee ago while with “Y= G cts side Pegi mar 
ecaise of its creative rep — Gani 'Y Its believed that a number well in the indoor sport, Chelsea, ‘agement last week disci- 


talon: ‘ of the Olympic supporters Glen Brennan, a former "I's something Tm think- Kingz finally piined Aussie. goalkeeper 
"We need an agency thatis ae Sarria = aa were shocked at the final Canberra. Raiders rugby 8 about. I'm realy 0  gigay players Zeljko Kaluc it was report- 
capable of taking the many Booch, Wooton Ruf and Test after defeating Sydney — league player who has been ae Bosnich told The ed in the local Italian press. 
positives of Australian foot Bost rreven te name afew  Utited 2 week before, this running the Australian Sports I Kingz chief Guy The club is furious with 
ball, distinctive attributes of name afew  oame looked as though it was Commission's indigenous “Paul has spoken to my J" Hedderwick has revealed Kalac for not attending a 
the true world game, and yang, in the bag. sports program, told the emt and said T can tain two more players have been supporters’ function last 
turning those positives into “YT Eyeronian has been THis though was not to be  Suaday Age: "The growth in With them. Previously T did siened by the New Zealand week and has hit him with 
powerful selling poims for; Reape both cub aad {He Suns’ commitment talent has been tremendous not want to play a game, but tub, disciplinary measures 
foobell in this! county Ei ahve amd was far too strong for a and there has been a real DOW! have got the hunger "However, Hedderwick which included a hefty fine. 
Parmenter said. Country and is almost certain youthful Qlympic who spike on the participation ack won't reveal the names who 
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Petrovski to remain a Lion until Sydney calls 


By Peter Damalas 


ankstown City Lions 

striker Saso Petrovski 

has indicated that he 
would continue playing for the 
NSW Premier League club for 
as long as possible, before train= 
ing commences with A-League 
club Sydney FG. 

Petrovski was one of the first 
six signings for the Sydney fran- 
chise, and be is expected to lead 
the team from the frontline along- 
side another returning ex-pat, 
David Zdrilic, 

He believes that the Sydney FC 
squad of twenty players, which is 
at this stage nearly three-quarters 
complete, will be most competi- 
tive, and he is excited to be play- 
ing a part in the inaugural 
‘A-League, 

With Petrovski and Zarilic the 
likely first choice strike partner- 
ship, the Sydney club will no 
doubt have a mobile and prolific 
forward line, with the likes of 
Steve Corica, Robbie Middleby 
and American _ youngster 
Alejandro Salazar offering sup- 
port in the creative third. 

“[ can’t wait to get started. I’ve 
played with Zarilic before at 
international leyel, and we know 
each other’s qualities well and we 
will be able to complement each 
other. I’ve also toured Japan with 
Corica in the national team, and I 


dim Fraser: Former Socceroo 
custodian has kept the 
development cycle ticking In the 
goalkeeping department 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


you associate’ develop- 
ing Australian goalkeepers 
im this country, the first 
name that comes to mind is former 
‘Soeceroo shot-stopper Jimmy Fraser, 
Jimmy's presence undemeath the 
sticks has seen him rise to fame as one of 
the best goalkeeping coaches around. 
‘Cucrently running his clinies for keep- 
ets, Fraser stated to ABSW that all is 
going well with his new batch of young 
promising custodians. 


have a good friendship with Alvin 
Ceccoli and Clint Bolton from 
before,” Petrovski said. 

“While the recruitment is going 
very strong for Sydney FC, there 
are plenty of good players who 
are being distributed evenly 
across the board. It is exciting 
times for the competition as a 
whole,” be said. 

Indeed, the clubs that have 
‘made the most significant inroads 
in terms of player recruitment 
have been Sydney FC, Adelaide 
United and Central Coast 

Mariners, with Newcastle Jets 
and Perth Glory slowly gaining 
ground. 

While concerns were raised 
this week over the decision by 
Soccer NSW not to take up its 
twenty-five percent share in the 
franchise, Petrovski is optimistic 
about the state governing body’s 
future contribution. 

“They will still be involved in 
backing the club up. Things are 
looking positive despite the 
announcement.” 

The former Wollongong and 
Parramatta player also agrees 
with the idea of recruiting a high 
profile foreign coach to the fran- 
chise. 

“It's very important to have a 
high profile coach who knows the 
game, how to prepare a team and 
the tactics to use. I think it can 
‘generate some interest and it is 


something else to look forward 
to" 


But the pressing issue for those 
players already recruited to A- 
League clubs who are currently 
playing in the NSW Premier 
League, is when to switch alle- 


giances. 

The loss of key players such as 
Petrovski will no doubt play a sig- 
nificant part in the concluding 
stages of the state competition. 
Indeed, the eventual title winners 
may be the club with the least 
interruptions in terms of its play- 
ing roster. 

While Newcastle are scheduled 
for a February start to their pre- 
season training, there has been no 
such announcement from the 
Sydney franchise as to when to 
commence their preparations for 
the FIFA World Club 
‘Championship qualifiers, and the 
season proper. 

“Some people have asked me if 
[Sunday's] match was to be my 
last with Bankstown, considering 
the three - week break. But I will 
try to play as long as I can, 

“While some consider this 
risky in terms of picking up a pos- 
sible injury, I say that one has to 
play their natural game, 
Sometimes one can be too careful 
in matches and get an injury that 
way, but if you play smart, you 
will be alright,” Petrovski argues. 

‘The current Premier League 


Fraser keeps tabs on 


ctampions play ‘non-stop up and 
down the pitch,’ which suits the 
29-year-old. His reluctance to 
stop playing at a competitive level 
is understandable, considering the 
frustration experienced by play- 
ersfor the majority of the year in 
not playing regularly. 

And Petrovski is enjoying his 
football. 

“We have a good team spirit at 
Bankstown, and we have a win- 
ring mentality. 

It's been a tough and equal 
competition so far and the stan- 
dard has risen,” he said. 

But Bankstown will have to do 
without the services of champi- 
onship winning coach Andy 
Prpoulias, who has decided to 
relocate to Cyprus. 

‘The 42-year-old was rewarded 
with an exciting 2-1 victory over 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles in his 
final match in charge last week- 
end, 


Papoulias was credited with 
tuming a squad on the periphery 
of last season’s semi-final series 
into eventual title winners, and 
Will be replaced on a caretaker 
basis by midfielder Peter 
Tsekeais. 

“Papoulias was able to adjust 
the tactics and formation based on 
the situation, and he was very 
professional in terms of his train- 
ing methods,” Petrovski said. 


A 


Saso Petrovski: One of the deadliest marksman In the 


Australlan game shown celebrating with Lions teammate 


‘Sean Babic (left) 


South Koreans boost Lions 


Oz Goalkeeping talent 


“The batch of new keepers is coming 
along nicely. We have some good kids at 
the moment who I’m sure will leave a 
mark either in Australia or overseas. 

“At the moment I am looking for a 
pemanent base for our busy training 
‘Schedules for these clinics which should 
betied up in the next few months.” 

Talent wise, Fraser has signalled out 
four promising youngsters currently 
receiving expert tutelage from the former 
Sovceroo. 

“Just Pasfield who has just returned 
from the U20 South American tour and 
was also handed a contract at Sydney FC 
is doing really well. 

“As is Robert Napoleon from 
Marconi, Robbie Mosca and a girl hail- 
ing from Wollongong in Sarah Gallop.” 

One such teaching that Fraser stated 
did lack in many goalkeepers from 
across the globe was tactics, this has 
been a technique though that the former 
Power goalkeeping coach has instilled in 
many of his up and coming stars. 

“That's always been the biggest prob- 
lem with some of the best goelkeepers in 
the world, 

“Many of my kids that shoot off over- 
Seas see that the eoaches overthere prac- 
tice shot-stopping and leaye the 
important tactic facet out. 

“This is a big mistake, and its some- 
thing that has been forced upon the keep- 
ersat my clinics as it plays a pivotal role 
in the development of any goalkeeper.” 

Away from his famous clinics, it was 
no surprise to hear that certain A-League 
clubs were chomping on his door for a 
spot in their respective side’s staff as a 
‘goalkeeper coach. 


ueensland Lions has have indicated their offers are in signing the attacking mid- 

jconfirmed the sign- now final," Nesci declared. fielder/striker, it is now up to 

m7 of South "There is the possibility Rech and his family to weigh 

1 recently Knocked back an offer Reseda Ta neat nea ee up the offers and decide 

from the Neweastle Jets, ‘Yong and Seo Jung-Won for return Australiaand play in where he will be playing in 
Js a peat guy torwork-with aod 1] pect year's A-League. - the new A-League./An offer 2005. 

Know the Jets wall bea great squad next | Former ‘Stikeas Karl Dodd ftom Brazilian’ = club "[. have indicated to 


season but I just couldn’t fit it in at this 
stage.” 

The A-League interest though hasn't 
stopped there, look to see his presence in 
a certtin A-League dug-out next season, 

‘An interesting point has been the 
selection of goalkeepers at giamour A- 
League side Sydney FC. 

Both Clint Bolton and Justin Pasfield 
have both expericnced Jim Fraser's train- 
ing and have held nothing but praise for 
the former Soccervo. 

“T really enjoy Jim’s training, I know 
he’s beea really influential in getting me 
where I am today,” said Justin Pasfield. 

In terms of what his thougtts have 
been in regards to the new A-League, 
Fraser held full praise for Australia's 
elite competition set for kick off mid next 
year. 
“T think it’s a really exciting moment 
and time for Australian football, [believe 
the new league will bring a new face for 
the Australian game. 

“Tts good to see that the new adminis- 
tration are doing their bitin cleaning up 
the game, that has been the biggest dif- 
ference so far. 

“Another interesting factor has been 
all the hype about the competition, I 
know 18 months has been a long time for 
the league fo have been put on hold but I 
don’t think we've ever seen this much 
talk about soccer in the press about our 
national competition so that's got to say 
something,” 
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and Royce Brownlie have 
also been snapped up by the 
Lions, 

Meanwhile, the acquisi- 
tions of former South Korean 
national team captain Tae- 
Yong and Jung-Won are a 
major boost for the 
‘Queensland club. 

At34-years-old, both play- 
ers will provide a wealth of 
‘experience that includes mul- 
tiple appearances at the 
World Cup finals. 

Michael Baird has also 
been snapped up by the Lions 
and Bleiberg is looking for 
more talent in the NSW 
Premier League competition. 

Fernando Rech has not 
agreed to terms or signed a 
deal with A-League side 
Queensland Lions, according 
to his agent Luigi Nesci. 

On Wednesday, Lions 
CEO Laurence Oudendyk 
and coach Miron Bleiberg 
told a Brisbane newspaper 
that Rech was one of the 
club's first signings. 

However, Nesci has 
released a statement dismiss- 
ing the Lions' claims, 

"I have been in negotia- 
tions with both Queensland 
Lions and Newcastle Jets 
representatives. Both clubs 


Juyentude could well materi- 
alize. into an opportunity for 
Rech to see out his career 
playing at top level in his 
‘home country." 

"Rech has just completed a 
season with Serie C club 
Esportivo as top goal scorer 
of the league, leading the club 
to qualification in the 
Brazilian cup for the first time 
in its history.” 

With three clubs interested 


Femando that both Newcastle 
and Brisbane have already 
secured a strong core person- 
nel both on and off the park. 
“The question related to 
lifestyle was put forward to 
Femando's immediate family. 
I.can personally confirm that 
they would be content living 
in either Australia or Brazil 
— the primary issue for the 
family being Fernando's 
career.” 


Seo Jung-Won: Former South Korean international 
has signed with the QLD Lions 


@ RK<=zO 


ick Theodorakopoulos could be 
N= -coach of Bankstown 

City Lions as early as this week, 
‘ending the search for a replacement for 
the outgoing Andy Papoulias. 

‘The NSL championship winning coach 
bas the job for the taking and is expected 
to use the opportunity to re-establish his 
coaching credentials after making the 
shortlist of two for the Melbourne Victory 
{job in the A-League. 

Since Papoulias left ten days ago, the 
Lions had been in the hands of caretaker 
coach Peter Tsekenis who did a sterling 
job in getting the team over the line 1-0in 
their match with St. George last Sunday. 
But Tsckenis is expected to return to a 
strictly playing capacity, opening the door 
for Theodorakopoulos to take over the 
role. 

In other news, Marconi midfielder Leo 
Carle has jetted off to Burope for a three- 
week trial with FC Brussels. The younger 
‘brother of Socceroo Nick, Carle missed 
Marconi’s round five clash with A-PLA.- 
Leichhardt and could be in some doubt 
for the Stallions next game against local 
rivals Sydney United. 


Bankstown Lions coaching post is all but set for former Power 
manager Nick Theodorakopoulos 


UNITED'S 
TOP AND 
BOTTOM 


Manly coach Phil Moss was contem- 
plating a Christmas break atthe bottom of 
the table after his side were torn epart 5-1 
by Sydney United. 

Ante Milicic completed his guest stint 
with the winners by coming off the bench 
to score a goal in the romp that leaves 
Zatko Arambasic’s side on top of the 
table after five rounds. 

Joining Manly in the relegation zone 
are glamour club Wollongong Wolves, 
‘who were a shock round five loser to the 
hard working Parramatta Bagles side at 
John Crehan Park. 

Sharing top billing are Blacktown City, 
who have positioned themselves nicely 
after surprising Bonnytigg White Eagles 
3-1 on Saturday night. 


Andy Paschatidis 
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RESPITE FOR 
BATTERED 
CLUBS 


‘The Christmas break can't come soon 
‘enough for a number of clubs asa sur- 
prising tally of injuries in the first five 
weeks of competition eats into some 
teams” squad depth, 

The most notable injuries in recent 
weeks have been Bonnyrigg do Bobby 
Despotovski (back) and Michael Baird 
(knee) while A-PI.A.-Leichhardt have 
confirmed Jeromy Harris will be out for 
‘the season with a knee problem. A.PI.A. 
also played Sam La Rocca with an 
injured calf against Manly and had 
defender Tony Tesoro succumb to a medi- 
al ligament problem. 

Marconi defender Paul O'Grady 
should be right for the derby game 
against Sydney United after sustaining a 
deep gash, while Manly duo Stewart Van 
Bentum and Steve Berry will enjoy the 


ll enjoy the — Qsman who is going through rehab for a afternoon. ‘The daughter of referees 
break to recover from hamstring strains. strained cruciate ligament, Matthew and Heidi Breeze, Abbey 
aacattes plone Ava weighed in at 4.015kg, or 8.8 pounds in 

peccge ee the old Janguage, with news that mum 
fully recovered from a corked thigh with A NEW and bub are doing well 
Sydney United’s ‘Mr Excitement’ ‘And while on the'subject of good news 
Labinot Haliti, expected to resume in : 
rath acta elas BREEZE ahearty congratulations to Rockdale City 


quad muscle, 
Penrith may have to wait a couple of 


‘The SOCCER WEARHOUSE, previously known asthe "Soccer 
Shop", has been operating for aver 12. years and is well acquainted 
with the needs of our game. 

Every facet of the game is covered. The needs of Clubs, 
Associations, Schools, players, coaches, referees & managers ean 
be met by people who understand these needs and have the know!- 
edge to meet your requirements. 

‘Al Schools, Clubs, Associations and any other Sporting Body 
can onder sets of strip, racksuits, socks and other apparel by a range 
of suppliers, including our own brand — State Blues, and receive 
discounted prices on other brands such as San 


c. Patri s 
ene oer waa 
Likewise, the Shop can obtain balls from the five licensee's 
being:Covo, Lotto, Mitre, Attack, Patrick 
Goalkeeping equipment, shinguards, referees requirements, 
‘coaching manuals, training aids, books and videos, medals, bags, 
caps, field marking equipment, goal nets & medical Items are also 
availabe. 


The injury absence of key striker Michael Bald has had a strong 
effect on the Bonnyrigg White Eagles side 


weeks longer for the retum of Matt Breeze was born at 6.15pm last Tuesday 


‘The referees ranks have increased this 
week by one with news that Abbey Simone. 


INTRODUCING 
The SOCCER WEARHOUSE Mew 


ABSW (#} 


SOCCER NSW 


LIF TOUT 


Suns striker Nick Bosevski on his 
engagement to long-time girlfriend 


<Q» 


PS aba wee oa 
sports such as: 

‘Touch Football, Hockey, Basketball, Netball, Rugby League, 
& Rugby Union. 

‘The Soccer Weathouse is managed by Roy Ashpole, together 
with Sales Assistants, Norman Hanley and Jason Vella and Sales 
Consultant, Bll Cullinan, Either ofthese gentlemen willbe pleased 


to answer any queries. Written quotations are availabke on request. 


THE SOCCER WEARHOUSE 

Phone: 02-9629-2027/2833 or 02-8814-4438 

Fax: 02-9629-8021/1051 
Mobile: 0404-864245 
E-Mail: swh@soccemsw.com.au 
Visit our new website: www.soccerwearhouse.com.am, 
Postal address: 

P/O Box 6146 Baulkham Hills Business Centre. 2153 
Deliveries: 235/257 Meurants Lane Glenwood.2768 
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@ Premier League Results, Tables & Stats, At AGlance . 


@ Premier League Match Reports . 
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@ Continental Tyres Cup News .... . 
Photographs used in these pages are the copyright of SOCCER NSW 
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Info@soccernsw.com.au 
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Cental Catt Unied soak Gat Lee 
believes he has a team capable of going all 
the way after their 1-0 win over the Blue 
Devils at the Beleonnen Soccer Centre on 
Saturday night. “We have had losses to 
Sydney United and Wollongong Wolves 
where we deserved more and we certainly 
should have beaten Rockdale at home,” Lee 
said. 


| Rockdale City Suns a! 


Sydney Olympic ....... vo 

Rockdale City Suns General Manager 
Mendo Cklamovski had stuck to his guns 
all week proclaiming his side were capable 
of beating Sydney Olympic on Saturday 
night and that's exactly what they did, An 
88th minute piledriver from Tony Ju set- 
ting the issue in the local derby that secs 
the Suns well entrenched in the top four 
over the Christmas break. 


Blacktown City Demons .. 3 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles . 

Blacktown City overcame a 1-0 fist half 
deficit to account for Bonnyrigg 3-1 on 
Saturday night. Without four of theit stars 
including injured strikers Bobby 
Despotovski and Michael Baird, the White 
Eagles tried hard but were overrun in the 
second half as the Demons cut loose leaving 
Bonnyrigg precariously placed in ninth 
position. 


Sydney Crescent Star .. 4 
Penrith Nepean United . 2 

Penrith’s inconsistent form again came 
back to haunt them as they were taken apart 
by Sydney Crescent Star at Lidcombe Oval. 
Steve Karavatakis netted « brilliant header 
While Angelo Petratos scored a second half 
doutle to lift Crescent Star off the bottom 
for the first time all season and out of the 
relegation zone. 


Wollongong Wolves. . 
‘Parramatta 


preerrererrtr yey” 
Wolves coach Adrian Alston faces an 


anxious Christmas break after their shock 


2-1 loss to Parramatta Eagles. With new 
signing George Souris absent the Wolves 
strugeled with a hard working Eagles side 


|| that showed great persistence, The loss left 


the former NSL club languishing in the bot- 
tom three and in real danger of missing out 
‘on atop eight spot. 


Sydney United ... 


Manly United FC 
Manly United FC will 

at the foot of the competition table after 
Sydney United handed out a 5-1 thrashing 
to last season's Winter Super League cham- 
pions. Socceroo Ante Milicic finished his 
three match guest stint coming off the bench 
to score a goal, but all honours were with 
new signing Jimmy Bakis who did well to 
score the home side’s opening goal and lead 
Sydney United to top spot on the ladder. 


A.PLA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Marconi Stallions 


APLA-Leichhardt's 0-0 draw with 
crosstown rivals Marconi at Lambert Park. 
Tn the absence of injured sti 

Hams, the Tigers dug deep and frustrated 
the Stallions who dominated the second- 
half but couldn’ find a way past goalkeep- 
er Clint Bolton, Marconi defender Paul 
O'Grady and A.PILA Leichhardt fullhack 
Tony ‘Tesoro were replaced with nasty 
injuries while Sam La Rocca battled out the 
match with & srained calf 


Bankstown City Lions . 

‘St George Saints . o 
Lions caretaker “coach Peter Tsekenis 

kept his team in third spot on the table with 

a hard fought 1-0 win over St. George at 

Jensen Park. Tsckenis was assisted by a 4th 


|) minute strike from Nahuel Arrarte and was 


able to get his side over the line in a torrid 
contest, 


Sydney United fans farewelted thelr favourite son In star striker 
‘Ante Milicic during last week's clash against Manly United. 
In true Ante style, Milicic signed off with a trademark goal to leave his 
club on a high. 
Miticic will now be concentrating on the year ahead with A-League side 
the Newcastle Jets 


NSW PRaEMUEE LEAGUE 
ROUND Sle¢ 
PRTURES 

Fri 14-Jan-0oS 


Home Team Away Team 


Manly Warringah Dolphins Rockdale City Suns 


Sat 15-Jan-05 
Away Team 
Belconnen Bie Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blockiown City Demons 
APIA, Leichhardt Tigers 
‘Sydney United 


Sun 16-Dec-05 
Home Team Away Team 
Parramatta Eagles Sydney Crescent Star 
‘Sydney Olympic Wollongong Wolves 


%* MIDWEEK GAME + 


GRADE 20: Boonyrigg White Eagles 1 Australian Insitute of Sport 3. 


ROUND 4 RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Blue Devils 0 Central Coast £ (1 Prenzoski 75m), 
Blacktown City Demons 3(D Foxe 45m, S Petric 67m, T Faria 68m) Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 1 (D McDonald 34m), Rockdale City Suns 1 (H Rycol Ju 88m) 
Sydney Olympic 0, Bankstown City Lions 1 (N Arrarte 4”) St George Saints 
0, Sydney Crescent Star 4 (S Dawd 33’, S$ Karavatakis 44°, A Petratos 50/64) 
Penrith Nepean United 2 (L Tomich 69/84’), Wollongong United 1 (A Ceccoli 
68’) Parramatta Eagles 2 (B Delicata 60',M Brown 82'), Sydney United 5 (J 
Bakjs 36°, P Cardozo 54’, P Zorbas 60’, M Langdon 72’, A Milicic 82’) Manly 
United 1 (B Fisher 32°), AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Marconi Stallions 0. 

GRADE 20: Blue Devils 2 (P Connell 41°, S Kaladzinski 82’) Central 
Coast 0, Blacktown City Demons 4 (B Vidaic 25°, O Bozanic 36’, G Littlebury 
45’, A Martino 80m) Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (C Camilleri 38°, D Goreski 
50’), Rockdale City Suns 1 (R Jones 85°) Sydney Olympic 2 (M Hilton 5/27’), 
Bankstown City Lions 1 (J Mansueto 9") St George Saints 1 (J Kovas 37), 
Sydney Crescent Star 1 (E Ala 85") Penrith Nepean United  (L Infanti 72’), 
Wollongong Wolves 4 Parramatta Eagles 1, Sydney United 3 (L:Glavas 10°, 
‘own goal 59°, S Tresoglavic 86°) Manly United 1 (A Short 80°), APLA 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 (L Ehilich 70°) Marconi Stallions 4 (B Djite 25/39", D 
Rossi 85°, R Reyes 90’. 


LOCAL? VOCAL: TRIBAL 
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TOP GOALSCORERS 
Labinot Heli (SU), Adam Kwasnik (BCD), 
Robbie Cattanach (BD), ja Prenzosk (CCU), 


Vuko Tomasevic (BWE), Bobby Despotovski (BWE), 
Nick Bosevski (RCS), Tony Faria (BCD), Stewart Petrie (BCD), 
Ante Milicic (SU), Angelo Petratos (SCS) 


FIRST GRADE 


‘Sydney United 
Blacktown City Demons 
‘Bankstown City Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 

St George Saints 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Central Coast United 
Marconi Stallions 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
‘Sydney Olympic 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Nepean United 


Cons sep Ky-NNnowoaneg 


babdhdat-NY++0ee20 


Sydney Olympic 
Bonnytigg White Eagles 
‘Marconi Stallions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Nepean United 
Central Coast United 
Blue Devils 

St George Saints 
Sydney United 
Parramatta Eagles 
Wollongong Wolves 
Manly United FC 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 


SSSA NNNNANOKHSELODE 
NANSbSHAKHNHAFRMSFMPPOTESO 


DRAW KINGS MARCONI 
DROP MORE POINTS 


©  A.P.1A. Leichhardt Tigers 
Marconi Stallions 


By Paul Goodwin 


nother derby; another stale- 

mate. A.P.LA. Leichhardt coach, 

De Celis, expressed his hap- 

piness at the outcome in holding a 

determined Marconi Stallions scoreless 
at Lambert Park. 

The home side struggled to contain 
Marconi for much of the game, the second 
half especially, and had to defend grimly 
and rely on keeper Clint Bolton to keep 
them in the hunt, 

‘A very frustrated and disappointed 
Marconi trooped off the field, but their 
unbeaten record had been preserved. 

Four draws from five games is not the 
most auspicious start to the Premier 
‘League season for one of the NSL’s former 
glamour clubs but coach, Zlatko 
Nastevski, knows that his resources are 
limited and the absence of Leo Carle was 
‘more than apparent in this tense encounter. 


WHO'S HOT: Robbie Stanton 
held the APIA. defence together 
magnificently, showng all his experi- 
ence to anticipate every Marconi 
move and steer his side into calm 
‘waters on numerous occasions. 


WHO'S NOT: Sam Larocca, car- 
rying a niggling groin injury, could 
not get into the match at all and strug- 
gled in.a patched up Tigers side that 
had a job to do and just about man- 
aged it. 


X-FACTOR: Injuries to both 
sides limited attacking and defensive 
options. The lack of any decent fire 
power by either side led to the score- 
less stalemate, 


iia Prenzoski unseated his old side 
on their home turf in a contest that 
was far from a festive appetiser. 

Neither side performed with great dis- 
tinction: the Devils missed their chances, 
Central Coast scored one of their's. 

United coach Grant Lee believes his 
team can keep its momentum rolling after 
the break following the 1-0 win over the 
Blue Devils at the Belconnen Soccer 
Centre. 

“We have had losses to Sydney United 
and Wollongong Wolves where we 
deserved more and we certainly should 
have beaten Rockdale at home,” Lee said. 

“Things are beginning to move for us 
now — we are in touch with the leaders 
and we can build on this after Christmas.” 

Central Coast will certainly have more 
to build on than the Blue Devils, who 
contemplate a festive season with just 
two points from five games ~ a perfor- 


“If we had Leo here today, on this tight 
pitch, we would have been able to achieve 
alot more,” Nastevski explained. 

Carle, off for trials in Belgium, was 
missing, forcing Nasteyski to change his 
approach and play two up front. Chima 
Nwaogazi supported Jay Lucas until 
young prospect Chris Cop came on for the 
Nigerian late in the game and showed 
some fine touches, 

“This boy is very promising,” 
Nastevski enthused about Cop after the 
game. 

“He almost scored three goals this 
evening and his free kick was something 
special. An inch lower and we would have 
won. He has beén doing magnificent 
things in training so T was keen to use 
him” 


Nastevski was referring to a 
‘79th minute free kick from the 
cedge of the area that came back 
ofthe angle of the upright and 
crossbar. 

Cop certainly injected some | 
spark in the already dominant 
‘Marconi ranks. It was from one 
of his first touches that a goal 
‘could easily have been scored, 

He did well to getto the right 
by-line in the 70th minute and 
lifted the ball goalwards, but 
Matt Thompson could not get 
‘enough power in his header to 
trouble Bolton. 

APLA. lost defender Tony 
Tesoro to a medial ligament 
injury half an hour into the 

and Marconi had to do 
without Paul O'Grady, who 
sustained a gash to his head, a 
few minutes later, 

‘The home side already took 
the field without Jeromy Harris, 


‘mance that coach Chris Tanzey says 
brings home the reality of Life in the 
expanded 16-team competition, 

“We need to forget about last season 
and winning the minor premiership, there 
‘are just six members of last year’s grand 
final squad remaining,” Tanzey said. 

“When you lose experienced players, 
and you don’t have the money to replace 
them, then you rebuild with the young- 
sters you do have. 

“That means a lot of games like this 
one, where you battle all night, don’t take 
enough chances, and end up empty-hand- 
ed. 

“T wouldn’t swap any of my team for 
Central Coast's, but it's going to take 
time, and the supporters will Lave to get 
used to that.” 

Ttwas one of those missing men from 
the previous campaign, Prenzoski, who 
scored the decider. 


who will be out for the rest af the season 
with a leg injury. The Tigers were like the 
walking wounded, with a groin strain 
hampering Sam La Rocca severely and a 
bench that was desperately short on expe- 
rience. 

Ttis small wonder that De Celis was so 
bappy with the single point. 

“We will be alright when we get some 
players back after the break. We had seven 
first graders missing todzy and I'd like to 


Marconi midfielder Matty Thompson battled 
hard in the derby against the Tigers last 
week 


see Marconi managing with that,” De 
Calis said. 

Jim Nikas, Damon Langan, James 
Smubbs-Mills and Michael Galluzzo are all 
expected to retum in time for the sixth 
round, but Tesoro, like Harris, could miss 
the rest of the season, Promising Martin 
Vass is also sidelined. 

APIA. created most of their chances 
in the first half, with lone stiker Robert 
Younis toiling well and just failing 10 
deliver the kind of shots an experienced 
forward might have taken. He could only 
offer tame shots at keeper Michael Herbet, 
when within striking range. 

Conversely, Marconi with skipper Brad 
Maloney pushing forward more as the 
game wore on, looked by far the more 
likely to grab a winner, 


AP.LA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS ...0 


MARCONI STALLIONS .........0 
@Lambert Park, Leichhardt 


APIA: oe TIGERS: 


Line-up: Ciint Bolton - Paul Dee, Nathan 
Moulds, Antony Tesoro (Jorge Dierkes 31), 
Robbe Stanton - Sam La Racca, Daniel 
McGann, Andrew Clark (C), Peter Peralta, 
‘Norman Tome - Robert Younis 

Subs not used: Steve Angelov, Gary Dal 
Brol, Brendon Hooton 


‘Todd Brodie and Nick Carle worked 
hard to create things but a very tight 
‘Tigers’ defence, with Robbie Stanton out- 
standing, kept a tight rein on Lucas and 
Carle and it was left to the others to try and 
fashion a winner, 

‘The intensity increased in the final 20 
minutes of the game with the Stallions 
looking ever more likely to find the net. 

‘Maloney headed the ball over the bar by 
inches with the goal gaping and Cop 
dragged a low shot just wide. 

Tension was the hallmark of a cleanly 
contested game that could have gone 
either way right up until the finish. 

Daniel McCann did some useful work 
going forward for A.PI.A. as did Norman 


Line-up: Michael Herbet - Sasha Trajcevski, 
Lake Cast, Paul OGraty (Paul Cote 
36) ~ Todd Brodie, Matt Thompson, Brad 
Maloney (C), Dean Heffeman - Nick Carle, - 
Jay Lucas, Chimaobi Nwaogazi (Chris Cop 


68) 
‘Subs not used: Stacy Alogdelis, Femando 
Pellegrino, Mark D'Alessandro 


Fourth Official: Ryan Shepheard 
Yellow Cards: AP.\A, Leichhardt: Peter 


3 Blue Devils 
> Central Coast United 


His 75th minute goal was an ugly 
affair which saw the Devils defence fail 
to clear after a mis-kick and a save by 
goalkeeper Nathan Denham, With the 
ball still bobbing about, Prenzoski took 
charge, clipping it firmly into the net. 

By that point, the Devils had already 
wasted a couple of opportunities. 

‘They might have saved a point when 
substitute Steve Hayes had a moment to 
convert a cross with a packed Coast 
defence in close attendance, but the 
‘youngster headed wide. 


BLUE DEVILS ........- 


‘CENTRAL COAST UNITED 
(1Prenzoski 75) 
‘@Belconnen Soccer Centre, Belconnen 


Pouaad! 


BLUE DEVILS: Nathan Denham, Adriay 
Dowing (Steve Hayes 62), Nikolai Topat- 
Sianlay, Alex Casto (lan Waldon 78), Eliot 
Zwangobani, Robble Cattanach, David 
‘Aranz, Michesl Katz, Dustin Wels, Mat 
‘Valeri, Paul Ivanle (Danny Macor 70). 
Coach: Chris Tanzey 

Yellow Cards: Dustin Wells 78 


OLD MATE MAKES DEVILS BLUE 


ENTRAL COAST UNITED: Matthew Trott, 


(Keegan Wolfenden 90), Joe Schisppar 
(Woshe Sama 63), Joel Thiessen, Troy 
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MANLY MAULED IN 
SECOND HALF BLITZ 


@ Sydney United 
‘@ Manly United Fc 


By Greg Stock 


ydney United coach Zlatko 
‘Arambasic will enjoy a bumper 
festive season alter watching his 
side hand out a footballing lesson to 
Manly United FC on Sunday after- 
noon. 

‘The ttle favourites will enjoy top spot 
con the competition ladder during the 
Christmas recess after new signing 
Jimmy Bakis scored a telling goal in his 
debut match and Socceroo Ante Milicic 
played a 20 minute cameo to complete 
his three game guest stint. 

But for Arambasie the real pleasure 
was in watching his side take the stick to 
a Manly outfit that struggled in the 
oppressively hot conditions as the mer- 
ccury touched 30C at kick-off. Slipping 
behind 1-0 to a Brent Fisher goal just 
after the half-hour mark, the home. side 
rallied courtesy of a deft left foot strike 
hy debutant Jimmy Bakis and went on 
with the job ducing the second half 

“Going down 1-0 in the fist half was 
probably the best thing the team needed 
because: we knew we needed to step up a 
gear and we did,” said Arambasic. 

“The heat made it difficult for both 


Exit Ante 
enter Mark 


Sydney United coach Zlstko 
Arambasic has confinned that Ante 
Milicic has played his last match for 
the league leaders ending a three 
‘game guest stint. but not before he 
defied a groin injury to make a 20 
‘minute cameo over the weekend, 

“Ante (Milicic) should never have 
played today but like the true profes~ 
sional he is he wanted to give some- 
thing back to his old club so he made- 
himself available,” said Arambasic. 
“He hadn’t trained all week and said 
hhe felt a ightness in the groin, but he 
insisted on playing and ended his stint 
‘ona real high.” 

While Milicic will enjoy some 
muuch needed time off ahead of resum- 
ing his footballing career with A- 
League club, Newcastle Jets, 
‘Arambasic is expected to hand Mark 
Rodan @ debut in the focal derby 


ing United's 3-1 thrashing of Manly. 


disappointed 
‘not being able to play Mark (Rudan) 
this week but-we expect to have him 
available for three to four games in 
January,” said Arambasic. 


‘out today (Tuesday) for-a ten day 
vacation in the United States, 


WHO'S HOT: Ante Milicic - 
despite nursing a groin injury his 20 
minutes were all class ~ scoring one 
goal with a brilliant strike from the 
edge of the area, he could have had a 
second but for a late touch from, 
Manly goalkeeper Tom Willis. 


WHO'S NOT: Alex Wilkinson 
and Adam Israel were exposed badly 
and Moss may need to draft in some 


reinforcements to shore up some 
holes in their defensive lin. 


X-FACTOR: Manly’s inability to 
hold possession cost them big time. 
With the mercury touching 30 they 
didn't help their cause by continually 
tuming the ball over and allowing 
Sydney United to dominate the mid- 
field. 


teams, but I felt we handled the condi- 
tions better by controlling our possession 
and trying to use the ball effectively.” 
Having struggled in the first half, it 
was a lift in intensity that saw Sydney 
United roll right over the top of Manly, 
scoring four goals and blowing three or 
four more that could have tured the 
result into a cricket score. Conceding the 
midfield to the home team, Manly just 
weren't in the same class, allowing Pablo 
Cardozo, Peter Zorbas and Matthew 
Langdon to score goals before Milicic 
came on to mail the team’s fifth with a 
brilliant strike from the edge of the area, 
“We got Sydney United angry and they 
responded as only a good football team 
can,” said Manly player-coach Phil Moss, 
“The Christmas break can't come soon 


i 
‘Sydney United’s Pablo Cardozo (left) shields the ball from the on 
coming stride of Manly United skipper Phil Moss 


1 


enough for us, we've been playing back- 
to-back seasons for almost the entire year 
and it’s starting to take its toll.” 

Without the services of injured duo 
Stewart Van Bentum and Steve Berry, 
Manly didn’t help their chances by tum- 
ing over large quantity of ball iu the 
midfield. Under normal conditions 
against a side like Sydney United this 
would have been a difficult obstacle to 
‘overcome, but in heatwave conditions it 
was tantamount to suicide and that’s 
exactly how it panned out. 

Bakis celebrated his midweek move 
from Sydney Olympic with a solid first 
up performance that is sure to generate 
some interest from A-League talent 
soouts, while his partner Cardozo was not 
far behind in showing there is still plenty 
of life in his old legs. 

“When I knew Ante Milicic was going 
to be out I didn’t have any hesitation in 
playing Jimmy Bakis,” said Arambasic, 
“Tknew he was fit and like any true pro- 
fessional he gave 100 per cent and helped 
usenormously when things were tough in 
the early stages.” 

While Arambasic celebrated his 
team’s ascension to the top of the compe- 
tition table, pressure is building on Moss 
as he desperately searches for answers. 
Aer back-to-back seasons things are in 
danger of falling apart if the slide cannot 
be arrested. 


“We realise that we are nowhere near 
the top eight teams in this league et pre- 
sent,” said Moss, “We need to really dig 


deep and find ourselves over Christmas 
to make something of ourselves in the 
next en games.” 


New Kid on the Block: Jimmy Bakis made an outstanding debut for 
his new club notching up Sydney United's first of five goals last 
Sunday afternoon 


‘Line-up: Liam Reddy - Mile Jedinak, Joe 
‘Moric, Ante Juric, Joe Vrkic,- David Huxdey 
(Anthony Doumanis 72’), Matthew 

Peter Markovic, Peter Zorbas (Michael 
‘unico 75} - Pablo Cardozo, Jimmy Bekis 
(Ante Milicic 70), 

‘Yellow Cards: Mile Jedinak 53' 


MANLY UNITED FC 


Line-up: Tom Wills — Agam Israel, Alex 

Wilkinson, Phil Moss. Anthony Martin 

(Acdrew Mailer 28) - Michael Wiliams, 

John Hutchinson, Richard Wiliams, Tony 

Allows ~ James Monie (Oman Dincer 66), 
Fisher 
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By Costa Niente 


rasping, late goal by South 

Korean import Hong Ryeol Ju, 

made sure the showdown of 
these Botany Bay neighbours will long 
live in the memories of the Rockdale 
City Suns’ faithful fans. 

With two minutes of normal time 
remaining in-a pulsating derby, Suns strik- 
et Nick Bosevski carried the ball into the 
danger zone before setting up Ju, who ran 
onto the ball on the edge of the Olympic 
box. 

Ju’s connection with his non-preferred 
right foot was so sure and sweet. The ball 
flew through a jungle of legs and bodies, 
to an eruption of joy for Rockdale and 
utter dismay for Olympic, 

That's how “little” Rockdale brought 
down the “giant” Olympic. Of course, no 
derby drama is ever that simple. 

Shortly after the goal, the 4th official 
‘Sandro Perticarini held aloft a sign with 
the number 10. Another substitution? No, 
it signalled 10 minutes of added time! 

‘The joyous Rockdale fans were sudden- 
ly hooting and hollering their disapproval. 
The Olympic fans, many of whom were 
heading for the exits, resumed their seats 
hoping fora reprieve. 

An incredibly tense 10 minutes: fol- 
lowed, but the outcome didn’t change. 

Afterwards, the smile on the face of 
Rockdale’s man of the match Scott Baillie 
said it all. “Didn’tT enjoy that!” remarked 
the Olymgic old boy. “Tt doesn’t get much 
better than to win a derby like that.” 

Olympic could have no complaints, and in 
faimess took their medicine, bitter as it was. 


“Tf you play well for an hour, create 
chances and don’t score you're making it 
hard for yourself,” said keeper Brett 
Hughes, 

Of more concem to the Olympic camp 
Was the fade out in the final 30 minutes, 
Rockdale poured all their passion and per- 
severance into the final flurry, something 
Olympic can’t claim, 

The match was there for the taking in 
the opening half an hour, when Olympic 
bad all of the ball and created two red-hot 
chances, 


Rockdale City Suns 


4 


Sydney Olympic 


mE. 


The first saw Tarek Hlrich with just 
Rockdale keeper John Perosh in his way. 
ltich bad power, but didn’t quite pick his 
spot and allowed Perosh to make a crucial 
block. 


Paul Kohler was again one of Sydney Olympic’s best players on the 
pitch after a polished performance In the midfield 


‘Suns South Korean goal-scoring hero Hong Ryeol Ju battles Olympic’s 


Zenon Caravella (right) 


WHO'S HOT: In terby games, 
battle-hardened warriors with a little 
bit of revenge in mind are just the 
things. Scott Baillie came made-to- 
order for Rockdale in this game. Quite 
a few of his younger team mates 
looked like cracking under: the. pres- 
sure early, but Baillie just sticks out 
that big chest and goes hard, He's a 
great character and didn’t overdo the 
celebrations in the midst of his former 
club. Just a big grin and that was 
enough 


WHO'S NOT: Nick Bosevski has 
backed himself to have a crack at a 
contract in the Hyundai A-League, but 
missed a big chance to prove a thing or 
two against Olympic. 

Sure, his midfield was struggling to 
provide the service he needs, but after 
three goals in his past two outings 
Bosevski just couldn't get much hap- 
poning in his duel with Shane Lyons. 


X-FACTOR: The 10 minutes of 
added time at the end of the second 
half sparked an outcry on the terraces. 
Even allowing for five second half 
substitutions, a goal and two injury 
delays, it's hard to come up with 10 
‘minutes extra, given the usual conven- 
tions that apply. 

By that, we mean that the world 
‘game pays lip service to the entire con- 
cept of time-keeping and it's some- 
what arbitrary in its application. 


Later, Paul Kohler found himself free in 
the box, but his shot betrayed his pedigree 
as a fine defender and the Suns were off 
the hook. 

The wind blowing from the north had a 
big effect on the pattern of play, forcing 
Rockdale to defend very deep in the first 
half, 

Fortunately for the Suns, Baillie was at 
his commanding best, ably assisted by 
Richard Plesa and Paul Bilokapic, with 
erosh completing a rock-solid rearguard, 

‘These four were Rockidale’s best. 

Spare a thought for Olympic’s 18 year 
old tyro Carlo Musumeci. Huge responsi- 
bility was thrust on his young shoulders 
when coach Johnny Doyle picked him as 
sweeper. 

The position was suddenly vacant after 
the experienced George Souris quit 
Olympic mid-week to join Wollongong 


Wolves. Carlo, with his twin brother 
Marino ahead of him in midfield, gave a 
classy display as the “libero”. His cover- 
ing and positioning was very good, his 
passing assured and be even had time to 
break forward. 

Top marks to coach Johnay Doyle, 
whose faith in youth didn’t falter in what 
was a high-pressure call that had to be 
made 


Shane Lyons, who put Rockdale’s dan- 
ger man Nick Bosevski out of business 
with am impressive man-marking job, 
made Carlo’s job much easier. 

Yet the scoreboard never lies. Rockdale 
has the points and bragging rights around 
own, while Olympic continues to find the 
transition from NSL to NSW Premier 
League to be pethaps more complicated 
than first expected. 


Rockdale's Cameron Jones goes airborne thanks to a crunching 
tackle from Olym, ic defender Shane Lyons 


ROCKDALE CiTY SUNS . 
(H Ryeol Ju 88) 


‘SYDNEY OLYMPIC ... 
@St George Stadium, 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
Coach: van Petkovic 
352 


John Perosh, - Scott Balle, Richard Presa, 


Brett Hughes - Michael Beauchamp, Carfo 
Musumeoi, Shane Lyons, - Zenon Caravetta, 
Weyne O'Sullivan, Paul Kohler, Andre 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 21, 2004 13 


Bankstown City Lions 


@ St George Saints 


Nahuel Arrarte gave Bankstown the three valuable points with a goal in 
the fourth minute against the St George Saints 


fourth minute goal from Nahuel 
Arrarte was enough to give 
Bankstown City Lions the three 
points in their home clash against St 
George last, Sunday and the opportuni- 
ty to leapfrog the Saints into third posi- 
tion on the table. 

The intense heat of mid-afternoon 
which had seen the mercury climb to 38 
degrees, resulted in the match kicking off 
40 minutes late due to the later than 
planned start of the Under 20's fixture, 
However, by the time the main game 
kicked off, cooling rain had made the con- 
ditions more bearable. 

In a match between two undefeated 
teams with two of the best defences in the 
league, clear-cut goal chances were likely 
to be at a premium and this proved to be 
the case in this game, 

Despite Arrarte’s effort which occurred 
when many fans were still taking their 
seats, it was the solid defensive display by 
both teams which was to be the order of 
the day, 

Both Richard Luksic and Chad Gibson 
in the centre of the Lions defence managed 
to keep the St George attack at bay, while 
Mirko Jurilj and Tyler Simpson for the 
Saints were able to annul Saso Petroyski 
and Sean Babic. 

Following the early goal, the next 
chance did not occur until the 23rd minute 


when Gibson’s direct free-kick was easily 
collected by Andrew Crews. 

St George's first effort did not arrive 
until the half hour mark. Gabriel Mendez 
‘took on the Lions defence and looked like- 
ly to soore before he appeared to be upend- 
ed in the six-yard box, but referee 
Matthew Breeze waved away the Saints” 
fervent appeal for a penalty. 

Raphael Bove had a chance a few min- 
utes later following good build up work by 
‘Tanju Balabanel and Mendez, though the 
strike went wide. 

Into the second half and Petrovski came 
closest to adding to the Lions lead when 
his shot on the bounce from 25 yards, beat 
Crews but not the post. Arrarte had a 
chance for his second only to have his shot 
‘well saved. 

St George brought on Allan Wawi in 
place of defender Nick Orlic early in the 
second period in an attempt to break down 
the Bankstown defence. While the Saints 
had more possession, they were still 
unable to penetrate the Lions backline, St 
George were ultimately reduced to long 
Tange efforts which rarely troubled Zlatko 
Tosevski. 

Despite constant pressure over the final 
15 minutes, St George were to leave 
Jensen Park empty-handed and it was the 
Lions, worthy winners on the day, who 
maintained their undefeated record. 
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FUTSAL 


Magic 


gets the jump 
on Warriors 


current club championship leaders 

Sydney Magic and defending champion 
Doral Warriors, went head to head in the pick of 
the NSW Futsal State League round & fixtures at 
the Hurstville Sport and Aquatic centre. 

Sydney Magic went further ahead in the 
standings, winning 4 ont of the 7 games. 

Tn what was a futsal fanatics fantasy, the qual- 
ity of futsal on display was nothing short of bril- 
liant on both clubs part. 

The 12s started the Magic tally with an 
impressive 8-2 win with Taleyski, Antonis and 
Khonry each scoring twice. 

Dural’s 14s got the Warriors back on equal 
points with a 3-2 win, with Giovenali the stand- 
out, 


T= of the competition's. heavyweights, 


Magic's 16s boys beat the previously unbeaten 
opposition 5-2 with Atkinson starring, Their 16s 
girls won 9-2, with NSW Sapphires duo Dimino 
and Spirovski starring with 6 goals between 
them. 


Dural youth convincingly won 10-3, with 
Waddick, Smith and Bradley each scoring a dou- 
ble. 

The Magic scored their final points of the 
evening in the women’s fixture with Spagnol 
scoring a hat trick and Sapphires goalkeeper 
Poulos adding a double. 

In the Men’s, Dural beat the previously 
unbeaten opposition 2-1 with Mark Sgroi out- 


SOCCER NSW FUTSAL 


LEARN FROM BRAZILIAN 
GOALKEEPING STAR! 


SPECIALIST GOALKEEPER TRAINING 


Soccer NSW Futsal Department has acquired the 
services of Rodrigo de Oliveim Perpetuo, beter 
known as “Digo”. Digo has represented Brazil in 
the South American Championships winning titles in 
1994, 1995 & 1996. 

He was a member of the winning World Club 
Championship team, Atletico, which also won the 
Brazilian National League. 

He has played alongside players such as Manoel 
‘Tobias, Falcao and Fininho, all current members of 


the Brazilian team. Digo currently plays in the 
Brazilian State League with America which this year 
finished vice champion to Minas Gerais. Digo has 
been rated in the top ten goalkeepers to have repre- 
sented Brazil. 

igo will be conducting coaching sessions focus- 
ing specifically on goalkeepers. Please make your- 
selves available for these sessions as this is an 
‘opportunity too good to pass up. See below for the 
dates and times for your specific age group. 


PARRAMATTA BREAK 
DROUGHT AT WOLVES 


@ Wollongong Wolves 


1| 


® Parramatta Eagles 


2 | 


Speacer, who jigged his way around the 


Daniel Beltrame saved a Mark Bridge 


Once again the Wolves dida’t have 


shot from close range and the Wolves much luck, but they coughed up the ball 


Wollongong skipper Alvin Ceccoll scored the only goal for the 
Wolves in their two-one loss to the Parramatta Eagles 


cond half goals by Ben Delicata 
and Michael Brown brought 
Parramatta their first win of the 
competition in the fifth round clash 
against the Wollongong Wolves at 
John Crehan Park, Cringila. 


Parramatta won the game because they 
took their chances and were creative in 
midfield, 

Delicata opened the scoring in the 60th 
‘minute with a well taken effort after good 
lead up work by midfielder Noel 


defence. 
‘The Wolves replied courtesy of a pow- went tantalisingly close on two occa- 
erful shot along the ground by Alvin sions. 
Cocca ‘A Jacob Timpano shot from near the 
The winning goal was scored by ener- 


getic midfielder Michael Brown, one of 
Parramatta's best players on the day, in 
the 82nd minute after the Wolves defence 
opened up. 

‘The first half was played in extremely 
hot conditions and referee Peter Vitoski 
gave the players a welcomed drinks 
break midway through the half. 

Each team had their chances during 
the first 45 minutes and mounted many 
‘attacks which yielded no success. Wolves 
left sided played Chad Bishop sent over 
many good crosses. 

The second half began in cooler condi- 
tions with both teams showing a little 
more urgency. 

Apart ftom the three goals, there were 
‘numerous other chances, Robert Cazzolli 
Cleared off the line in the 52nd minute, 


too much and were defeated by a team 
striving for its frst win. 
‘As goal scorer, Michael Brown said 


halfway Tine was touched over by the fin- after the game “it was a good result. We 
gertips of Peter Munsie. A comer from have been playing well but have not been 
the left by Chad Bishop wreaked havoc getting the results. This win was a good 
with the Parramatta defence as the ball Christmas present.” 

rolled along the crossbar. 
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DEMONS MAKE EAGLES PAY 


By Paul Goodwin 


igh flying Blacktown made an 
understrength and unlucky 
Bonnyrigg pay for squander- 
ing several chances as it nailed its 
third NSW Premier League home win 
of the season. 

Bonnyrigg served up some wonderful 
football and were desperately unfortu- 
nate not to enjoy a handsome half time 
lead or overall victory. 

Missing the injured Bobby 
Despotovski and Michael Baird, as well 
as the suspended Tallan Martin and the 
unavailable Ballamodou Conde, the visi- 
tors suffered a further blow soon after 


——e 


Darren McDonala’s first halt goal was not 
enough for the White Eagles In thelr three- 
one loss to the Demons last weekend 


half time. David Petrovic, far and away 
their stand-out player this season, suc- 
cumbed to a badly corked thigh. 

Darren McDonald gave Bonnyrigg the 
lead and the Eagles squardered many 
other chances, 

‘The visitors paid the price in conced- 
ing a goal moments before the break, due 
to slack marking in the box after a corner 
on the left, 

David Reid and Dejan Malenica car- 
ried the attack for Bonnyrigg. Most of its 
creative options flowed through Vuko 
Tomasevic, McDonald and Yavus 
Ekinci. The combination created a lot of 
problems for Blacktown in a: busy first 
half and the Demons barely bad a shot on. 

goal until they scored. the 
equaliser, 

The White Eagles took the 
lead after 34 minutes. 

Malenica and Ekinci had 
shots blocked, but McDonald 
+hit the ball with too much force 
for the Demons’ defence to 
clear, 

Bonnyrigg should have 
extended their lead in the 38th. 
minute, but Ekinci sliced his 
shot against the right hand 
upright. 

As half time, approached 
Blacktown won a comer on the 
left. Tony Faria lifted it to the 
far post and when Danny 

}} Vukovic left it to his defenders 
to clear, unmarked Damien 
Foxe arrived in time to slam the 
ball into the net from a tight 
angle, 

The equaliser and Petroyic’s 
injury gave Blacktown some 


<& Blacktown City Demons 


@ Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


breathing space, They were far more 
effective after the break. 

Bonnyrigg however, continued to 
attack with relish. Demons’ keeper, John 
Crawley, was again in great touch and 
thwarted Malenica, who was racing onto 
a through pass in the SIst minute, while 
Michael Hawrysiuk, lifted three shots 
over the bar, 

Bonnyrige were again made to pay the 
price for their misses and a hard-working 
Blacktown got their noses in front in the 
67th minute, Another Faria comer, this 
time from the right, led to their second 
goal 


Nobody cleared the ball when 
‘Vukovic hesitated to claim it up high at 
the far post and Stewart Petrie turned 
sharply inside the box to slam the ball 
into the roof of the net. 

‘A minute Jater the Demons put the 
game beyond doubt.’ Adam Kwasnik got 
all the credit for some excellent lead-up 
work as Faria found himself free in the 
centre to slip the ball past the keeper. 

‘Joe Bruni had a couple of late chances 
to narrow the deficit, after being pushed 
up to cover for the unfortunate Malenica 
who broke a finger half an hour from the 
end, but Crawley did enough to stop the 
late flurry. 

Demons’ coach, Brian Brown, gave 
credit to his players for sticking to their 
task. 


he Continental ‘Tyres Cup, 
l ‘Australia’s knock-out FA Cup- 
style competition, returas in 
2005 after a remarkable debut in 
2004. 
‘The Board of Soccer NSW has 
approved a major change to enhance the 
drama and tradition. Unlike the debut 
year, the pairings will be drawn ran- 
‘domly for each round, instead of the 
seeded draw of 2004. 


This promises a more unpredictable 
draw, with NSW Premier League clubs 
liable to be drawn against each other 
from round three. 

Sydney Crescent Star were the inau- 
gural winners of the Continental Tyres 
Cup, defeating Bonnytigg White Eagles 
2-1 in last May's final. 

All senior member clubs of the NSW 
Premier, Winter Super League & State 
League Divisions 1, 2, & 3 along with 


the 8 quarter finalists from the 2004 
Champion of Champions, Country 
Representative teams (Southern, 
Westem & Riverina) and IMlawarra 
Soccer Association (Premiers & 
Champions) are invited to participate in 
the 2005 competition. 

‘The format will operate as a competi- 
tion for all clubs, comprising approxi- 
mately 80 teams. These will include; 

* — the 16 NSW Premier League, 14 
Super League, 13 Division 1, 10 
Division 2 & 9 Division 3 teams, along 
with the 8 quarter finalists of the All 


‘Sydney Crescent Star: Last year’s Continental Cup Winners 


“I don’t think they troubled us at all in 
the second half,” Brown stated. 

“We took a while to get sorted out at- 
the back, as we missed Bobby Dragas 
and Mark Milligan with injuries and it is 
long time since Jason Connolly has 
played there.” 

“In the end we got there and it is very 
pleasing to have taken 12 points out of 2 
possible 15 so far. We can now look for- 
ward to the break.” 

Bonnyrigg coach John Tumer was dis- 
appointed, but not altogether surprised. 

“We had a makeshift attack out there 
and even our second string striker, Tallan 
Martin, would have made all the differ- 
ence today, but he was suspended,” 


‘GLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS ....3 
(D Foxe 45) § Pebie 67, 7 Faria 63) 


‘Age Champion of Champions 2003 
competition, and the 3 Country Branch 
Champions (Riverina, Wester, 
Southern), 2 Tlawarra “Soccer 
Association representatives and 
Association-based wild card entries. 

«64 teams will start in Round J in 
February 2005, with the 16 NSW 
Premier League teams entering the 
competition in Round 3. 

= Prize money will be available 
from Round 3. 32 teams will compete in 
Round 3, with the 16 eliminated teams 
from this round receiving $500 each, 


16 
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‘Turner said. 

“We missed Despotovski and Baird 
and we also had to do without Conde 
who had to return to Singapore to sort out 
his visa. 

“With any of those players in the team 
it would have been a different story. Still, 
we did give it our best shot so I can’t 
fault the players, really” 

Bonnyrigg end the pre-Christmas peri- 
‘od with two losses and Blacktown with 
two wins, It is bit of a turn-around from 
the pre-season form of both sides. 

Baird should be back by 4th January 
and: with Despotovski there too, the 
White Eagles should soar once more. 


+ Prize money will be available to 
teams as they are eliminated from 
Round 3 onwards, up to the Final on 
Saturday 21st May, 2005. 

+ Draws or all rounds of the com- 
petition will be done at random 


This is a great opportunity for all 
clubs to test their ability against higher 
Division clubs and to compete for sub- 
stantial prize money, generously spon- 
sored by Continental Tyres & Soccer 
NSW. 


Australia needs 
Soccer Museum 


ly Mark Stavroulakis 


son establishing am 
Piss soccer museam 
should be put in place and 
sanctioned by the Australia Soccer 
Association as the game enters a 
new exciting era. 

With the A-League concept 
already in effect, ideas on honouring 
the game in this country by means of 
‘@ museum for all to see should be on 


top priority by the ASA. 
Australian Hall of Fame 
Administrator Secretary Ted 


‘Simmons and the Hall of Fame board 
have been keen instigators in hope- 
fully getting this idea across to the 
hierachy of the Australian game. 

“My question is, why not of an 
Australian soccer museum? 

“Now that Australia has recog- 
nized its hall of famers at National 
and Stale, the next step would be to 
cteate such a place for people to view 
how far the sport has come since its 
early beginnings in the 1880's.” 

‘Two provisional issues have been 
drawn up in order for the Museum to 
kick start, one being the location, and 
the other being the funding of the 
Australian footballing spectacle. 

Sydney's Olympic Park, the 
Nation's Capital in Canberra and the 


Melbourre, have all been pinpointed 
as possible locations. 

“If the Museum was to go ahead, 
the three above mentioned cities 
would be a prime spot, the hard bit 
however would be selecting the 
appropriate one,” 


Pen 


FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
AUSTRALIA 


The idea of having a soceer muse- 
um was viewed for quite some time 
by Simmons but struck the Journalist 
whilst on his European vacation. 

“tt was at Barcelona's Nou Camp L 
realised Low precious a soccer muse- 
um could be to not only a club but a 
country. 

“Looking at what a giant club like 
Barcelona had won in its trophy cab- 
inets was something that will live 
with me forever. 

“L spect a good hour and half look- 
ing at different sections of the Nou 


‘The other issue surrounding the 
concept of the Muscum would be 
funding the idea. 

Could we see ASA Chainnan 
Frank Lowy fund the Museum and 
possibly have a section in there 
named after him? 

Or could we get a government 
backing from our Prime-Minister 
Joha Howard as it will be a National 
Museum. 

Whatever the case, the game of 
soceer has longed for something such 
as this, Item wise, Simmons believes 
that there would be no problem in 
getting the appropriate silverware in 
fine tuning the special place. 

“T've been inundated with calls 
from Former Socceroos and officials 
in donating trophies and memorabilia 
if this idea was to take off. 

“The ASA also display a great 
array of trophies which they've 
received on their travels that has 
included flags also.” 

Its the third idea Simmons has 
worked in since his tireless efforts 
alongside the wonderful Hall of 
Fame committee in getting 
Australia’s Hall of Fame across. 

Having been associated with the 
sport for well over 50 years, 
Simmons hopes that the Museum 
idea is realised before his time grows 


Ted Simmons Is hoping to see 


“ hope to see this happen before 
the time comes but I’m sure with the 
right support and backing, this can 
become a reality.” 

The Hall of Fame awards recently 
went through its sixth outing when 
Graham Amold and co wee reward- 


sporting capital of Australia 


Camp museum, it Was that concise.” on. 


ed for their footballing efforts, 


Which football code 


came first in Australia? 


By Ted Simmons 


lich football code came first in 

‘Australia? For decades, there has 

been discussion, debate, argument 

and often heated words when the history of the 

different codes are raised but only fact can settle 
the issue. 

‘According to the official Oxford Companion to 
Australian Sport, they were Australian Rules, 
Rugby Union, Soccer and Rugby League. 

And if you need the facts to support any discus- 
sion, consider the following information. 

AUSTRALIAN RULES staged its first organ- 
ised game in August 1858 when it became known 
as a Melboume game called Victorian Rules. The 
Thatch was played between two schools, Scotch 
College and Melbourne Grammar, but it was mod- 
elled on English public school football, especially 
rugby. 

The first les were put together in 1859, allow- 
ing running, handling, kicking, marking and no off- 
side. These rules were amended in 1874 so that 
goals had to be kicked, not carried through the 
goalposts, 

In May 1877, seven Victorian clubs formed the 
Victorian Football Association to regulate the game 
throughout the State and to promote intersta:e 
matches, 

The eight clubs with the largest followings 
formed the Victorian Football League (VFL) in 
1897 to make the game more viable and commer- 
cial, 

RUGBY UNION became official in June 1865 
with the founding of the Sydney Football club. It 
was the first recorded club and its first known game 


‘was an internal match that year at Sydney's Hyde 
Park on June 17. 

‘The first rules to appear in Sydney were pub- 
lished in the 1860 annual report of the Albert 
Cricket Club. They followed the rules of football as 
played at the Rugby School in England. 

Rugby developed during the 1870s and in 1874, 
the Southern Rugby Union was formed with a set 
of rules. Its name was changed in 1892 to the NSW. 
Rugby Union. 

‘The code expanded in the later stages of the cen- 
tury, with NSW playing Queensland in 1882, tours 
from New Zealand and in 1888 a team arrived from 
Britain to play games based on both the rugby and 
Australian Rules codes. 

SOCCER, or kicking a round ball along the 
ground, had been recorded for more than 1,000 
years from the times of the ancient Romans, 
Egyptians, Greeks and Chinese, 

Tt made its first official recorded appearance in 
Sydney on August 14, 1880 when a team, later 
known as the Wanderers, beat the Kings School at 
Parramatta Common. 

The match followed a call earlier that month by 
English school teacher John Walter Fletcher to 
form an association of people interested in English 
Association football. 

‘The (NSW) English Football Association was 
formed in 1882 and was responsible for the first 
interstate match when NSW played two games 
against Victoria in Melbourne in 1883. 

A NSW-wide State Cup was started in 1885, to 
be placed by the Gardiner Cup which ran from 
1888 to 1928. 

Other States quickly followed — Victoria and 
Queensland 1883, Western Australia 1892, South 


Australia 1893 and Tasmania 1908, 

RUGBY LEAGUE followed a split in the 
rugby union ranks in England over compensation 
for injuries and became official in Sydney in 1908. 

The previous year, a professional team from 
New Zealand, on its way to England played three 
games against a Sydney team under rugby union 
rules. A meeting in Sydney in August had decided 
to establish a new association supporting the new 
game to be called the NSW Rugby Football 


League. 

Meeting early in 1908 formed a competition to 
be played under the new rules and nine teams, 
including Newcastle, took part in the new code. 
South Sydney was the first premiership champion. 

In March that year, a Rugby League Association 
was also formed in Queensland, 

At the end of the first season, a team consisting 
of players from both States toured Britain, 

The discussion on which code came first is gen- 
erally accompanied by debate on which is the more 
popular in numbers. Soccer and Australian Rules 
are played in all States, while rugby league and 
rugby union are mostly established in NSW and 
Queensland. 

Official statistical figures were issued earlier this 
‘year based on an examination of junior players in 
all codes during the 2002 year. 

‘The totals were: Soccer 618,854, Australian 
Rules 416,734, Rugby League 158,977 and Rugby 
Union 148,750, 

Usually, there are few winners from arguments 
‘over sport. Maybe this background on the four 
codes will make supporters better informed about 
football history in Australia, 
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Haliti on ‘most 


bes sd te fete 
“Hf Tkeep playing well, then hopefully one day I'l get a 
call.” he said. ul 
For now, Halitl is reliching tus herodike status at 


‘want them to get angry with me,” be said, smiling. 
“Because the fans... just love them,” 


Halt: 
‘on the ‘most certain 
targeted on ‘wanted list’ by 
peas ist in : 
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McKinna targets NSW Premier League 


Joe Russo 


on’t be surprised that the 
pes 

ing watching a game in 
the NSW Premier League you 
spot Lawrie McKinna and Alex 
‘Tobin there too. 

McKinna and Tobin are the 
Head Coach and the Development 
Manager. respectively of the 
Central Coast Mariners in the new 
A League. 

McKinna and former Socceroo 
captain Tobin have been keeping a 
close eye on proceedings in the 
NSW Premier League. Several 
players that have signed for the 
Mariners, plus others that the club 
is monitoring, will not be missed 
by the astute coaching duo. 

“Alex Wilkinson ‘as actually 
put pen to paper and he played 
very well,” McKinna said. “John 
Hutchinson commanded the mid- 
field and he too is of great interest 
tous. 

“Andrew Clark, the Central 


Coast boy who is captain of 
APLA., will also be part of the 
Mariners in 2005. He has been a 
good servant here at Leichhardt 
‘over the last couple of years.” 

When asked to elaborate on 
other players, McKinna cited two 
other former NSL players that had 
impressed him during that particu- 
Jar game, 

“Norman Tome had a real good 
game and Jeromy Harris scored a 
good header in the first few min- 
utes,” the Mariners’s affable boss 
said. “I saw Jeromy’s absolute 
gem of a goal against Olympic a 
few weeks back and he seems to 
be doing well.” 

Marconi Stallions is also a club 
of interest to the Mariners’s hierar- 
chy. As McKinna told listeners, 
there are a few players who are 
currently at the Bossley Park 
based club but will be donning the 
Central Coast strip next year. 

Furthermore, McKinna stated 
that from now until the start of 
taining for the new A League, he 


would be closely monitoring pro- 
ceedings in the very good standard 
NSW Premier League competi- 
tion, 

“We have also signed a few 
blokes at Marconi: Dean 
Heffernan and Paul O'Grady,” he 
said. “Every weekend we'll be at 
games and just keeping an eye on 
‘the talent because over the last few 
years we've picked up a lot of 
players from the Premier League.” 

In relation to some confusion in 
some quarters regarding how the 
coaching roles will be divided at 
the Mariners between McKinna, 
‘Tobin an¢ Jan Ferguson, McKinna 
simply pointed out the difference 
in terminology as a possible 
source of that confusion. 

“tis just English terminology,” 
he said. “I’m the manager, fan 
Ferguson is the coach and Alex 
Tobin is the assistant coach or 
development manager. If I was 
called the head coach, then Fergie 
would beassistant coach, 

“T will be doing the deals with 


the players and stuff like that but 
T’ll be the manager or the coach ~ 
‘whatever you want to call me.” 

‘McKinna told listeners that he 
was very excited at the prospect of 
‘coaching at the highest level again 
in Australia and that he couldn’t 
wait for the new competition to get 
underway. 

“We'll start training’oa the Ist 
of March. Ptayers will be contract- 
ed from then and we look forward 
to playing in the World Club 
Championship qualifying tourna- 
ment which is going to be in May 
sometime. Just getting the A 
League underway again should be 
great. It has been a long time to 
spend at home.” 

The Scotsman last week 
announced that Nick Mrdja, 
Andrew Clark, Wayne O'Sullivan 
and Blacktown City Demons 
keeper John Crawley all signed for 
the club. 

Sunday Night Soccer airs 
weekly at 10.00pm every Sunday 
on radio 98.5 FM in NSW. 


Lawrie McKinna has been a popular figure around the NSW 


Premler League grounds 


Justin Pasfield’s 


dream come true 


vill never forget. 

In the space of a year Justin 
played overseas for Trish First 
Division club Bray Wanderers, 
was selected in the last Young 
Socceroos camp that toured South 
America and was given an A- 
League contract by glamour club 
Sydney FC. 

“ts been a terrific year, I can't 
‘complain with anything, 

“The icing on the cake would 
be to make the final squad with 
the Young Socceroos which will 
put me in good stead before the 
start ofthe A-League season.” 

Pasfield was one of four Under 
20 boys that have put pen to paper 
at Sydney FC. 

Joining the keeper were fellow 
Young Socceroos Mark Milligan, 
Jacob Timpano and U17 Joeys 
‘Wade Oostendoorp. 

It vas in South America 
though that Pasfield gained the 
green light in winning out a con- 
tract at Sydney FC, 

Having Tan Crook, who later 
became the new Assistant Coach 
‘of Sydney FC, on tour was a huge 
bonus. 

“I was very pleased with my 
ferformances over in South 
America 

1 ccaveded-two goals in as 
‘many matches and had the chance 
to play against one of the best 
countries in the world, Argentina, 
so ovenllitwas a memorable tour. 

“Having Jan Crook there was 


great though. He saw me first 
hand on how I played and liked 
what he saw. 

“As soon as I arived back into 
Sydney, Crook offered me a deal 
which I was pleased to have 
signed.” 

Pasfield put his European 
career on hold for @ chance to 
crack a top spot in Australia’s 
nowly reformed A-League after 
telling his Irish club Bray 
‘Wanderers that a deal had already 
‘be organized in Australia. 

“The management at Bray 
were unbelievable, I had a bril- 
fiant time there, 

‘The Irish Premier League was 
great for my experience, and 1 
now it helped me mature as a 
keeper. 

“The club offered me new 
terms for next season but after 
speaking to many of the lads in 
South America about the new 
concept af being in the A-League, 
1 was more than happy to have 
signed with Sydney FC. 

“AS a youngster, especially in 
‘goalkeeper terms, I am still young 
and European clubs don’t tend to 
look at you until your 25 or 26. 
Making a name for myself in the 
ext two years. in Australia is 
‘what my goal is and from then on, 
Europe would be a likely destina- 
tion.” 

Pasfield will have the help of 
formet Socceroo keeper and expe 
rienced’ National, League cam- 
paigner Clint Bolton om hand as 
Sydney FC's first choice keeper. 

“Clint is a complete profes- 
sional and I know I will learn a lot 
from him as he has been there and 
done that.” 

‘One such person that has kept a 


dustin Pasfield: 
Sydney FC's exciting 
young custodian 


close tzb on Pasfield’s progress 
thas beea that of former Soccer0o 
keeper Jimmy Fraser. 

The youngster has regarded 
Fraser as one of the biggest influ- 
ences in his career so far and 
believes that under his training, he 
‘has progressed in a great way. 

“[ really enjoy Jimmy's train- 
ing and I believe that having him 
as a guide will surely help me out 
asa future goalkeeper.” 

[Not bad for youngster thet first 
wore the gloves as a 12-yeur-old 
as prior to his passion for the 
round ball: game, Justin was a 
‘Rugby Union player. 

“"Dad was a Rugby Union play- 
et s0 while T was’ growing up 
that'sall I saw and I obviously got 
into it. 

“A few mates though thought 
that soocer was the way to go and 
soon after I hit 12, 1 changed 
codes and have never looked back 
since,” 


Zzorbas under the 
ABSW microscope 


United show early signs of being 
championship contenders this season? 

Definitely. If you look at the player 
roster that we have, every player has 
NSL experience in comparison to all 
the other teams so we probably have the 
best squad in the competition on paper. 
We've proven that on the field as well. 

2. The opening rounds of campeti- 
ion has seen many high profile regu- 
lar NSL ‘players axed from their 
starting eleven, has the competition 

up a notch? 

With the NSL boys joining the ranks 
there is no place for complacency. If 
the boys are not performing, then they 
are not playing. The fact that it's a 
super-league and not the NSL. atthe endl 
of the day doesn't make a difference. 

3. Two weeks ago you scored 
blinder in your clubs 6-2 drubbing 
over the Parramatta Eagles. Can we 
expect to see more magic off the boot 
of Peter Zorbas? 

Vd like to hope so because I consid- 
ex myself an aftacking midfielder, so 
along with that you have to score goals. 
T'm hoping that this will be the kick- 
start to a few more goals. 

4. How does the NSW Premier 
League compare with your time at 
Parramatta Power? 

Nothing can compare to Parramatta 
Power. They were a class above every 
other NSL club. The way they were run 
and their professionalism was second to 
none, That's taking nothing away from 
Sydney United. It's a great club, we 
train in a great stadium, the committee 
has been fantastic, the players are 
tremendous, and the coaching staff is 
excellent. 
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5. Ante Milicic is back plying his 
trade, what traits does he bring to the 
game? 


He is a professional. He is great for 
the younger beys. He is a leader. He is 
a goal scorer, Everything you could 
aspire to be, he is. 

6. Is @ move to the new national 
competition still on the cards? 

Definitely. That is my goal as a play- 
ex. The APL is the best competition in 
the country and I want to be part of it, 

7. Is there already frenzy amongst 
players to start negotiations and secure 
«a club come August 2005? 

A few players at our club have 
already signed deals, and a lot of our 
players are ex-NSL players that would 
love to be part of the APL. Everyone is 
talking to everyone at the moment to 
see who is going where, 


‘Sydney United’s battling 
midfielder Peter Zorbas 
in action 


8. High profile ex-pats are being 
‘Scouted for the new A-League. Can 
the salary cap\ afford suck an expen- 
sive recruiting exercise? 

think so. “A majority ofthe players 
overseas are not eaming massive dol- 
lars, and I think with the new league 
they could come home and earn close to 
the dollars they, are eaming overseas. 
‘At the end of the day clubs have a bud- 
get and they have to work within that. 

9. What do you make of the dollars 
being thrown around in the interna- 
tional football transfer market? 

I think it bas slowed down a bit late- 
ly. It was out of control a few years ago. 
Clubs are now in so much debt that they 


are realizing that players are not worth 
as much as what the market is showing. 
Prices are coming back to a realistic fig- 


ure 

10. Will the proposed APL model 
stand up against all the other football 
codes in Australia? 

I think that we have finally taken a 
step in the right direction. Of all the 
sports, we have the biggest junior base. 
Frank Lowy stepped up and achieved 
what he intended. We are ready to kick- 
start and mateh the likes of the AFL and 
Rugby League in Australia. 

IL. Many players take advantage of 
the off-season and head overseas for 
trials. Rumor has it you used your lay 
time as an excuse to take a holiday and 
watch the European Cup with your 
mate Andrew Orsatti? 

I went for the EURO Championships 
and had a holiday. Unfortunately I did- 
n’t trial. I was injured and I had an 
‘operation and couldn't do anything. 

12. You are an Electrician by trade. 
Is this something you'll go back when 
‘you get “bored” of soccer? 

Definitely. ‘There is going to come a 
time when soccer is going to finish up 
cand you have to fall back ou something. 
Possibly it could even happen in the 
next six months if the APL doesn’t 
work out. You have to pay the bills. 


DARE TO ASK 

1. Where would we find you at 3am 
(on a Saturday night? 

Hiago’s Lounge in Sydney. 
2. Blonds, Brunettes, or redheads? 
Brunettes. 
3. Must have fashion item? 
A pair of Diesel jeans. 
4. What's under your bed? 
Dust. 
5. Describe your dance moves? 
Non-existent. 
6. 1'm going to be famous for... 
Forall the wrong reasons. 


Alarge can of tuna. 
9. Love is.. Painful 
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Mariners building a ‘Super Team’ 


entral Coast Mariners 

have last week 

announced four signings 
including that of former Perth 
Glory striker Nick Mrdja for the 
inangoral Hyundai A-League 
season. 

Mrdja, who has been one of the 
‘most prolific soorers in Australia 
in recent seasons, scored the last 
ever NSL goal, with his golden- 
goal winner ensuring the Glory 
defeated Parramatta Power in the 
NSL Grand Final played earlier 
this year. 

‘Also signed up are Central 
Coast product Andrew Clark, mid- 
field dynamo Wayne O'Sullivan 
and experienced goalkeeper John 
Crawley. 

The Mariners have leant 
towards experience, with three of 
the four players signed being in 
their 30s, 

“Having balance in our squad is 
important, especially for our 
young guys,” said Mariners coach 
Lawrie McKinna. “These four 
players complement our previous 
signings and I believe we are 
forming the basis of a very com- 
petitive team.” 

Mrdja, 26, has most recently 
been playing top division football 
with Swedish club AIK Solna, He 
was the third highest goalscorer in 
the 2003/04 NSL season with 14 
goals and appeared in the last three 
NSL grand finals, resulting in two 
victories. 

“We see Nick as our main strik- 
er and will rely on him heavily for 


xperienced defender Ante 

Kovacevic and teenage 

midfielder Nicky Ward 
have been unveiled as Perth 
Glory's latest signings - taking the 
club's playing list to seven, 

Both players have put pen-to- 
paper on one-year deals, a statement 
released by the A-league club con- 
firmed. 

Kovacevic, 30, amassed 244 NSL_ 
games with spells at Melbourne 
Knights - where he won two cham- 
pionships, Adelaide City and South 
Melbourne and has also spent the 
past season with Selangor in 
Malaysia where he played 25 
games. 

Ante is scheduled to play a few 
matches with Victorian Premier 
League side South Melbourne in 
January before knocking off to WA 


ide United and 
glamour club Sydney FC is said to. 


be close to being sanctioned by 


id Sydney FC 
camps have stressed the impc 


only the players but for the 


goals, With not many proven 
goalscorers left in Australia from 
last season’s competition, we see 
him as a big signing.” 

~ Perth Glory chariman Nick 
Tana did state that a formal 
approach was made by his club in 
signing the striker up but the play- 
et asked for double which prompt- 
ed Perth to look elsewhere, 


cent 


u coasr 


‘Another significant signing for 
the Mariners is the addition of 
local Andrew Clark. The 30-year- 
‘ld utility was raised on the NSW 
Central Coast and is currently 
playing for A.PLA. Leichhardt in 
the NSW Premier League having 
previously played in the NSL for 
Parramatta Power and Canberra 
‘Cosmos. 

Clark's career has taken him to 
Asia with stints in Hong Kong and 
with Kedah in Malaysia, who he 
helped to second place in the 
Malaysian Premier League in 
2003. 

“Andrew is @ local player which 
will be great for the club,” 
McKinna said. “I have first-hand 
knowledge of Clarkey after being 
involved with him when I was 


Perth sign 
Kovacevic and Ward 


for pre-season with the Glory. 


assistant coach at Parramatta. He 
reads the game very well and the 
fact he can play in a variety of 
positions gives the squad an extra 
dimension.” 

‘The Mariners have also added 
the first goalkeeper to their squad 
in signing the experienced 
Crawley. Crawley who spent five 
years at top Chilean club Colo 
Colo also had a brief stint in the 
national competition with Sydney 
United. The 32-year-old has spent 
recent seasons at successful NSW 
Premier League club Blacktown 
City. 

“After suffering from a serious 
injury for Sydney United, Jon has 
done very well to recover and 
deservedly cam the NSW goal- 
‘keeper of the year award for the 
last two seasons. He is very expe- 
rienced, a good communicator and 
well-organised, which is what is 
needed from a goalkeeper,” 
McKinna said. 

30-year-old midfielder Wayne 
O'Sullivan is another seasoned 
campaigner who has played over 
250 games in England with lower 
league clubs Swindon Town, 
Cardiff City and Plymouth Argyle 
as well as having represented 
Ireland at U-21 level. He has 
played the last three seasons with 
Parramatta Power and Northern 
Spirit. 

“Wayne is a tireless workhorse, 
he has a great attitude on and off 
the field and was outstanding in 
his three years spent in the NSL 
with Parramatta and Northern 


Ward, 19, bas been promoted 
from Future Glory FC and has 
recently returned from a tour of 
South America with the Australian 
U-20 national team. 

An Australian Institute of Sport 
graduate, Ward also played twice for 
the Glory in last season's NSL and 
currently plays for Stirling Lions in 
the WA Premier League, 

"We are delighted to have signed 
such a talented player that is a pro- 
duct of the local system,” Glory 
Technical Manager Mich D’Avray 
said. 

Kovacevic and Ward join 
Hiroyuki Ishida, Stuart Young, 
Daniel Vasilevski, Henry Fa'Arodo 
and Naum Sekulovski in Perth's 
new-look squad. 


en starved of 
or no football at 
top National League level 
the demise of the NSL. 
it is not k 
other six A-I 


Bustling midfielder Wayne O'Sullivan will be running the Mariners midfield next season 


Spirit,” MeKinna said. 4 

Bom in Cyprus, O'Sullivan is 
currently pulling the midficld 
strings alongside German import 


Olympic, 


uustralian football fans will be able to kick 
off the New Year in style with the 2005 
tional Challenge. 
From January 1-8, European football. giants 
Arsenal, AC Milan and Barcelona will be in Adelaide 
to compete in the 2005 International Challenge. 


Originally scheduled for this August, the third 
International Challenge will once again be held at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, ISE, the promoters of the tourna- 
meat, had decided to move it into January to capitalise 
on the milder weather and the holiday period. 

Tn the past the tournament has been held in mid 
winter and out of school holidays, which has had an 
adverse affect on attracting larger family crowds and 
growing the tournament. 

Moving the tournament into the FIFA-sanctioned 
Cristmas break attracted teams like AC Milan, Aston 
Villa and Dinamo Zagreb. Barcelona, who had earlier 
indicated they would have come for the August tour- 
nament, re-arranged their end of year schedule and 
accepted an offer to play in January. 

The organisers will field eight teams for the 2005 
International Challenge toumament. Making up the 
rest of the tournament will be Tokyo Verdy, Malysia 
Select, Steve O'Connor's talented AIS squad and 
Team SA. 

International teams are expected to fly into 
Adelaide on or about December 29 and stay on until 
January 9. 

‘Adelaide United coach John Kosmina will play a 
pivotal role in the tournament as he will be taking the 
reigns of the South Australian select squad. 

Only a week after announcing that the ASA should 


get their act together in outlining a National Youth 
League competition, Kosmina will be the main in 
charge of the ‘Crow-eaters’ 

The former Socceroo striker has stated that 
Australia is leading the charge in developing players 


Andre Gumprecht in the NSW ed the A-League's list in recruiting 
Premier League with Sydney 


a great squad for next season with 
punters poised for a big ycar by 


‘The Mariners have surely head- McKinna’s side, 


2005 International 
Challenge soon to kick off 


John Kosmina will be coaching the 
South Australian select squad in 
Adelaide next month. 
but believes that the past few years has seen a demise 

in the youth factory department. 

“In the past 10 years all the other countries around 
the world have started putting development programs 
in place, almost based on what we' ve done over here, 

“Because of their professional environment their 
kids ate now starting to develop quicker than ours.” 

One such youngster Kosmina will be keeping a 
close eye on is SA skipper Michael Matriceiani. 

‘The 18-year-old midfielder penned a deal with 
‘Adelaide United next season as one of the clubs U20 
players. 

“We've had him for training and I've been really 
impressed with what I've seen. 

He fits the ball perfectly, he’s a good athlete with 
good character”. 
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irmingham winger 
Jesper Gronkjaer 
has signed for 
Primera Liga side Atletico 
Madrid until 2007, 

‘The club, currently lying 
seventh in the Spanish 
championship, did not dis- 
close the size of the 27- 
year-old's transfer fee, but 
reports in Britain said 
around two million euros 
had been agreed for the 
Dane. 

Gronkjaer has endured 
an unhappy five months at 
St Andrews since his 2.2 
million pound switch from 
Chelsea in July. 

He has put in a series of 
inconsistent performances 
and failed to find the net in 


‘the Premiership this term. Jesper Gronkjaer: Heading to Madrid. 


HIS WAY TO MADRID 


GREEK TO 


COACH CYPRUS 


ngelos Anastasiadis, who 

was sacked as coach of 

Greek first division clab 
PAOK in September, has agreed 
to become the new coach of the 
Cypras national team and 
expects his post to be confirmed 
next week. 

Kostakis Koutsokoumnis, the 
president of the Cyprus FA named fF, 
the 52-year-old former Greek f 
international as the replacement for. |B 
Momeilo Vukotic who left the job 
after Cyprus lost 2-1 to Israel in a 
World Cup qualifier last month. 

Anastasiadis, who has been 
Offered a three-year contract, will 
inherit a team struggling at the bot- 


fom of their World Cup qualifying group with 
just one point from their opening five mateh- 


Cyprus are bottom of Group Four along- 
side the Faroe Islands and have litte chance 


of reaching the 2006 finals in Germany. 


Former Greek international Angelos 
Anastasiadis is the new coach of the Cyprus 


national team. 


which he later coached. 


after a poor start to the season, 


striker Giovane Elber said he 

has had uo contact with 
German clubs and expected to 
return to the field from a broken 
leg for the French champions in 
January. 


E Olympique Lyon 


Glovane Elber: The former Bayern Local media have said the player, 
‘Munich striker has denled talks of a who broke his right leg in August, 
return to Germany. has been linked with a retum to the 

20 


pal Adriano at Roma 


Roma wing-back Mancini 
is excited by the prospect of 
fellow Brazilian Adriano join- 
ing him at the club next sea- 
son. 


Curitiba winger Adriano is 
on the verge of sealing a 
Bosman move to Roma next 
year after rejecting a final 


contract offer 
Brazilian club. 

Both Mancini and Adriano 
are considered future stars 
for the Brazilian national 
team and Mancini said: “I 
know all about Adriano. 

“| have played with him in 
the national team during the 


from his 


Anastasiadis, who was capped 12 times by 
Greece, played for a number of Greek sides 
including PAOK and Panathinaikos, both of 


He took PAOK to victory in the Greek Cup 
final in 2003, but was sacked in September 


"A's Executive 
Committee said it 
was set to look at 


the use of new technology 
to assist referees. 

Responding to a written 
request from Italian FA pres- 
ident Franco Carraro, the 
committee said it planned to 
set up an investigation along 
with soccer's world govem- 
ing body FIFA. 

UEFA Chief Executive 
Lars-Christer Olsson said the 
committee had not discussed 
any specific form of technol- 
ogy. 

"Everyone was in agree- 
ment, though, that new tech- 
nology can only be 
considered if it doesn't lead 
to an interruption in the flow 


‘anager David 
O'Leary has 
signed a new con- 


tract with Aston Villa until 
2008. 


ELBER EXPECTS 
LYON RETURN 


Bundesliga, either with Borussia 
Moenchengladbach or Hertha Berlin, 

"T have not had any contact with any 
German side," said Elber. "I never waat- 
ed to leave Lyon. 

"{ want to make my comeback and to 
help Lyon as much as I can. I should be 
fit to play again by the end of January.” 

The 32-year-old joined Lyon from 
Bayern Munich in 2003. 
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Copa America. He can play 
with both feet, but he plays 
on the left. He's fast, but 
does not score many goals. 
“In Italy he can play wide 
left in the 4-4-2, either in 
defence or midfield. As 
Roma plays today, he can 
play on the left in midfield.” 


UEFA LOOKING AT 
ASSISTANCE FOR REFS 


of the game," Olsson added, vision analysis that cameras where those cameras are 
"It would have to help the don't always help as you can positioned." 
referee take correct deci- get different results based on 


sions. and in an instant. 
Technology that helps deter- 
mine if the ball has crossed 
the goal line might be some- 
thing we could look at." 

Olsson said he doubted if 
the technology existed to 
assist in trickier areas, such 
as with offside decisions. 

“I think it would be diffi- 
cult for technology to help 
‘out there, because there are: 
so many different opinions 
anyway on how to interpret 
the rules — for example, 
whether you look at a play- 
e's foot or his jersey when 
you decide if he's offside. 

"And we know from tele- 


OLeary, 46, joined the 
Midlands side in 2003 and 
guided them to a sixth place 
finish last season, a year after 
they had flirted with relega- 
tion under Graham Taylor. 

Villa are currently seventh 
in the table, O'Leary is hop- 
ing to strengthen his squad 
during the January transfer 
‘window to support their bid 
for European football next 
season. 

"T'm here for the long 
haul,” the lishman told the 
club's website. "We now 
want to move the club for- 
ward, 

"T think i's going to be a 
Jong process and that's not 
me talking it down, I'm just 
being realistic,” 

OtLeary is best known for 
his spell at Leeds United 
from 1998-2002 when he 
tumed a midtable club into 
2001 Champions League 
semi-finalists and Premier 
League title challengers. 


ing spree, sanct 


Ridsdale, that 


O'Leary went on a spend- 
then-Leeds chairman Peter 


triggered a financial ctisis. 


a 


O'LEARY LANDS 
CONTRACT EXTENSION 


The Yorkshire club, now in 
the second division, is still 
stcuggling (0 cope with the 


tioned by 


eventually 


David O'Leary: Will remain as manager of 
Aston Villa until 2009, 


CHELSEA 


NORWICH ..... wee 
helsea moved six points clear at the top of the 
‘Premiership with an emphatic 4-0 hammering 

of struggling Norwich at Stamford Bridge, 

The deadlock was broken early in the match 
when Damien Duff picked up a stray pass and fired 
the ball past Robert Green. 

Frank Lampard scored his 50th Premiership 
goal, rifling home after good work by Arjen 
Robben to double the lead, 

Robben then got in on the action himself, mak- 
ing it 3-0 a minute before the break. it 

Didier Drogba came off the bench to grab 
Chelsea's fourth seven minutes from time, 


BLACKBURN .. ee 
EVERTON .... aie 


econd-placed Everton lost ground on the 
Premiership leaders with a goalless draw at 
Blackburn. 
Both sides had chances to win and as the full- 
time whistle approached young Rovers striker Paul 
Gallagher had a goal-disallowed for offside, 


MANCHESTER UTD .....5 


CRYSTAL PALACE .....2 
‘anchester United kept up their pursuit of 
leaders Chelsea as a Paul Scholes double 

helped them fend off the challenge of plucky 

Crystal Palace 5-2, 

Scholes and Alan Smith combined to score 
either side of Danny Granville's surprise leveller to 
put them in front af the break. 

Then, after Joonas Kolkka had equalised again 
for the visitors 50 seconds after the restart, an 
Emmerson Boyce own goal put United back in 
front again before Scholes rounded off a blistering 
start to the second period with his sixth goal in as 
many games, allowing John O'Shea to complete 
the win in stoppage time. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


seed 
ASTON VILLA . «ee 
igh-flying Middlesbrough weathered an 
Aston Villa storm to win 3-0 at the Riverside. 
Boro took the lead 20 minutes into the game 


after dominating the early stages. 

Gareth Southgate cleared Gareth Barry's effort 
off the line before George Boateng, fed Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink who buried his shot past 
‘Thomas Sorensen from 20 yards. 

Boro were up against it inthe second half but on 
the counter attack Joseph Desire-Job took advan- 
tage to make it 2-0 after 68 minutes. 

Villa again drove forward with no success and 
were punished when defender Michael Reiziger 
completed the scoring with two minutes left to 
play. 


TOTTENHAM ... =. 5 


SOUTHAMPTON re 
alamitous Southampton defending allowed 
Fredi Kanoute to centre the ball to Jermain 


Birmingham City's Robbie Savage opens the scoring from the spot against West 
Bromwich Albion. 


Chelsea's Frank Lampard prepares to unleash a shot at goal against Norwich. 


Defoe, who opened the scoring from six yards, 

Defoe took his tally to 13 goals for the season so 
far when he exposed Southampton's creky defence 
again after 27 minutes, 

As Saints waited for the half-time whistle, 
Kanoute tumed goalscorer to put the game beyond 
the visitors. 

Peter Crouch pulled one back two minutes after 
the re-start but any hopes of a real fightback were 
distinguished when Defoe completed his hat-trick. 

Robbie Keane came off the bench to add further 
insult to Southampton's injury, scoring to make it 
5-1. 


BOLTON ..... «20 


MANCHESTER CITY ....1 
‘a a sctappy Lancashire derby Bolton's poor 
ecent run continued as Manchester City took all 

three points at the Reebok Stadium. 

Nicolas Anelka thought he had been illegally 
felled in the box, and although n0 penalty was 


given, the ball went to midfielder Joey Barton who 
gleefully fired home to put City ahead and hand 
Kevin Keegan a vital win. 


WBA ......:5 
irmingham completed their second derby win 
in w week with « 4-0 Urumping of West Brom 

at St Andrews. 

Former Blues defender Darren Purse seemed to 
pull Clinton Morrison over in the box and City 
midfielder Robbie Savage stepped up to score 
from the spot just three minutes into the match. 

In-form Clinton Morrison quickly doubled the 
Jead with a cool finish 20 minutes later and the 
game was put beyond Bryan Robson's men when 
Emile Heskey showed a cool head to fire home a 


third on the half-hour mark, 

Darren Anderton extended the lead seven min- 
utes from time when his deflected free-kick made 
it 40, 


LIVERPOOL ... rand 


NEWCASTLE UTD ......1 
iverpool were good value for the three points 
afier going behind toa Patrick Kluivert goal at 

Anfield, 

‘The Dutchman's sharp finish sparked the game 
into life after 32 minutes and three minutes later 
Titus Bramble headed into his own net to make it 
LL 

Neil Mellor gave Liverpool the halftime lead 
and Milan Baros made the points safe midway 
through the second half after being played in by 
Harry Kewell, 

Newcastle ended the game with 10 men after 
mmidficlder Lee Bowyer was given a second yellow 
card for arash tackle. 


PORTSMOUTH 


ARSENAL .... 
col Campbell's first goal 


the champions in touch with leaders Chelsea. 
The England defender moved into space after 75 
minutes and thumped a powerful low shot past 
Portsmouth keeper Jamie Ashdown. 
Portsmouth carved out the game's best opporti- 
nities with Ricardo Fuller wasting chances after 
being put through either side of halftime. 


FIXTURES 


Sanday, December 26, 2004 
Southampton v Charlton 
Chelsea v Aston Villa 
Arsenal y Fulham 
Blackbum v_ Newcastle 
Crystal Palace v Portsmouth 
vy Man City 
v 
v 
v 
v 


Birmingham City 4 West Brom. 0, Blackburn 0 Everton 

0, Bolton 0 Manchester City 1, Chelsea 4 Norwich 0, 

Middlesborough 3 Aston Villa 0, Tottenham 5 

Southampton 1, Manchester Utd 5 Crystal Palace 2, 

Liverpool 3 Newcastle Utd 1, Portsmouth 0 Arsenal 1, 

Chariton vs Fulham ~ Tuesday AEDT, 
P 


Leseeagn 


Brighton 0 Stoke 1, Notts Forest 1 Lelcester 1, 
‘Sheffield Utd 2 Cardiff 1, Reading 1 QPR 0, Coventry 1 
Watford 0, Glilingham 3 Rothetham 1, Plymouth 0 
Derby County 2, Preston NE 2 West Ham 1, 
Sunderland 2 Burley 1, Wolverhampton 1 Crewe 1, 
Leeds Utd 1 Millwall 1. 


Gillingham 
Rotherham 
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Peterborough 
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Wrexham 
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2 Gael CEE CN 
grace these shores and coach in the A League and sup- 
posedly at Sydney FC. As a Vialli admirer from his days at 
Sampdoria, Italian Affair couldn't resist the temptation to inves- 
tigate further. Would one of the greatest players inthe last twen- 
ty years really venture io Australia? 

‘According to sources in Italy itis all news to them, The 
responses ranged from laughter to outight disbelief. One leading 
television soccer journalist simply said ‘non credo’, And that was 
‘good enough for this humble scribe, 

Viall is stil held in the highest regard in Italy. Should he ven- 
ture to Australia it really would be the biggest signing in the A 
‘League - make no mistake aboutt. It would be the marquee sigo- 
ing of all marquee signings; the coup of a lifetime for whoever 
brokered the deal; the big name that we so desperately need to 
generate greater interes in this new competition. 

‘The ex Sampdoria, fuventus and Chelsea star was mooted to 
take over the coaching reigns at Juventus less than a year ago, 
‘And in case some may have forgotten, only two and abit years 
ago, afier the 2002 World Cup, there was a strong push for him 
to take over the Azzurt as part of a generational changing ofthe 
guard at the national level, 

Vialli's coaching record at both Chelsea and Watford com- 
bined may not be the greatest. However, what is impressive in 
Italy is that he has played and coached in England which adds an 
extra dimension to his football knowledge. It means looking 
beyond the square ~ itis flamboyance, tactics and youth, But 


above all els, what s rally impressive to some, especially those 
a Juventus, is that he is Vialli—a prodigal son who played there 
for five years and led the team to a Serie A Scudetto and a 
‘Champions League tide. Vialli will coach Juventus one day ~ he 


‘wants to and they want him. 

Should Sydney FC secure his services, then Australian 
domestic soccer will have secured a ticket to so much more 
media exposure both at home and abroad. 

While we all would dearly love to see Viali here, itis very 
unlikely. However, in the event that this extremely remote possi- 
bility comes to fruition, then Italian Affair will eat the biggest 
dose of humble pie imaginable and severely reprimand our 
sources for being so nonchalant about Australian domestic soc- 
cer. 


kee 
he January transfer window is almost around the comer 
and several players will be coming and going, For instance 
Juventus midfielder Alessio Tacchinardi, who spends a lot of 
time warring the bench these days, looks almost certain to be 
heading to Barcelona. 

‘At the end of tis season though there will be a massive sign- 
ing for AC Milan: Alberto Gilardino, the extremely talented 
striker from Parma, will move a few kilometres up the road and 
join te Milan giants, 

Arrigo Sacchi, the former AC Milan and Italy coach who 
these days1s a director at Parma, was in Milan already discussing 
this transfer which should be one of the biggest in the European 
summer 

10 million Euros will paid in January by AC Milan to Parma 
‘and then 13 milion more will be paid in June. There are mutual 
benefits in this lay-by of Gilardino, Parma desperately need 
‘money n0W and the initial deposit will secure him for the 
rossoneri beating off any potential challengers, 

eke 


the boss of the Italian Federation Franco Carraro has called 
for the use of video replays to determine some controver- 
sial moments in the Serie A. There is nothing new in this debate. 

Should soccer, like lots of other sports, use the video replays 
when they are available? 

At the highestlevel of any code the aim is to eliminate errors, 

assistance of a second referee with a video monitor would 
surely help in alot of occasions. 

\In Italy, especially in the lst 20 years or so, it has become an 
obsession almost on a Sunday night to analyse the slow motion, 
replays of all marginal incidents in all the games and the debate 
the merits of the referees’ decisions. 

‘The video technology certainly has problems. Itis not perfect. 
‘Some matches will be covered by twelve cameras and other only 
by four. Nevertheless, even a second viewing of an incident can 
sometimes help. 

kk KK 

'ydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 

10.00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local and. 


overseas competitions. Yours uly, Joseph Carluec, Swart 


Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselleta and Mark 
are part of the team, 
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JUVENTUS ...........0 


AC MILAN ...........0 
wuventus lead Serie A by four points from 
defending champions AC Milan going into 

the Christmas break after a goalless draw in the 

match between the clubs lying first and second. 

Milan dominated the first half with their 
newly-crowned European footballer of the year 
Andriy Shevchenko going closest when he hit 
the post. 

The second period was a more even affair, 
however, although in the last minute Andrea 
Pirlo missed a glorious chance to snatch the 
points for the Rossoneri after more good work 
from the Ukrainian talisman. 


MESSINA ............P 


ATALANTA ........++.P 
‘he game between Messina and Atalanta has 
been abandoned midway through the first 

half because of heavy rain. 

The match had got underway at the Stadio 
Giovanni Celeste despite the pitch being cov- 
ered in puddles and Messina took a 10th-minute 
lead through an Arturo Di Napoli penalty. 

The spot-kick had been awarded for an 
innocuous-looking challenge by Atalanta's 
Damiano Zenoui on Massimo Donati who had 
his back to goal. 

Di Napoli sent Massimo Taibi the wrong way 
from the penalty spot. 

However, the conditions worsened during the 
opening period and referee Emidio Morganti 
and the players sought the sanctuary of the 
dressing rooms after 23 minutes. 


BOLOGNA . See | 


REGGINA . see OD 
ologna pulled three points clear of the rele- 
gation zone thanks to this win over 

Reggina. 

Brazilian midfielder Mozart gave the south- 
erners the worst possible start by tripping 
Giacomo Cipriani in the box to give away a 
penalty, which Claudio Bellucci converted. 

Striker Mourad Meghni doubled the home 
side's lead shortly after the break. Reggina's 
miserable afternoon was rounded off by the late 
sending-off of keeper Salvatore Soviero. 


FIORENTINA ..........2 
CHIEVO VERONA ......0 


jorentina strikers Christian Rigano and 

Javier Portillo combined to made amends for 
their team’s 6-0 defeat by AC Milan last week- 
end. Faa favourite and former builder Rigano 
headed the home side ahead just before’ the 
break. 

Midway through the second half a clumsy 
tackle by Chievo defender Salvatore Lanna 
earned 2 red card and a free kick, which Portillo 
fired home to record his first goal in Serie A 
since his closed-season transfer from Real 
Madrid. 


Juventus' Mauro German Camoranees! (left) and AC Milan's Andrea Pirlo challenge dur- 


ing the heated top of the table clash 


INTER MILAN .........1 


BRESCIA . wee O 
25th-minute free kick by Sinisa Mihajlovic 
Jifted Inter to fourth and gave them a much- 

needed win to break up their long sequence of 

draws. 

Christian Vieri and Adriano both wasted good 
chances to score while the nervy performance of 
Inter's defence suggested that they are still some 
way short of their best form. 


LECCE .....--0ee eee 
SAMPDORIA 


this was a game that could have gone either 
way until the 37th minute, when home 
defender Souleymane Diamoutene was sent off 
for barging Fausto Rossini to the ground. 
Striker Francesco Flachi stroked home the 
penalty, Lecce pressed forward aggressively in 
search of an equalizer, but Mirko Vucinic's sec- 
ond-half strike was cancelled out as Flachi 
bagged his second and goals by Max Tonetto 
and Vitali Kutusov sealed the result to move 
Sampdoria up to fifth. 


ROMA.... eee dD 


PARMA .. Serer | 
armas midweek UEFA Cup victory over 
Besiktas seemed like a false dawn after 

Roma's attack trio of Francesco Totti, Antonio 

Cassano and Vincenzo Moatella cut them to 

pieces. 

Totti’s brace took his Serie A goals total to 
108, making him the club's most prolific striker 
ever. 

The result put Roma comfortably in the top 
half of the table, but Parma's fourth consecutive 
defeat left them even deeper in the relegation 
zone, 


SIENA ...--e eee eeee ed 


LIVORNO ...........:1 
ca and Livorno shared the points in this 
spirited Tuscan derby. 

Simone Vergassola blasted home a delicate 
flick by fellow midfielder Taddei to give Siena a 
43rd-minute lead, only for Alessandro Lucarelli 
to equalize with a header ten minutes after the 
interval. 

Both teams tried hard to break the deadlock 
with Livorno coming closest when striker Igor 
Protti's deflected shot bounced off the crossbar. 


UDINESE . 


LAZIO ... 
bree defeats in their last four games have 
left Lazio and their embattled coach, 

Domenico Caso, in a precarious position. 

The cighth-minute sending off of defender 
Sebastiano Siviglia was the determining factor 
in their foss to third-placed Udinese, who ran 
riot in the first half with a David Pizarro penal- 
ty and goals by David Di Michele and Vincenzo 
Taquinta. 


imams SERIE A 
Bologna 2 Reggina 0, Fiorentina 2 Chievo 0, 
Inter 1 Brescia 0, Lecce 1 Sampdoria 4, 
Siena 1 Livorno 1, Udinese 3 Lazio 0, 
Palermo 3 Cagliari 0, Messina ys Atalanta ~ 
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SERIE B 


Catania 2 Salernitana 1, Albinoleffe 3 
Piacenza 0, Arezzo 1 Perugia 2, Bari 2 
Modena 2, Crotone 2 Venezia 0, Genoa 3 
Empoli 2, Ternana 0 Pescara‘0, Treviso 2 
Catanzaro 0, Triestina 0 Torino 1, Verona 5 


AEDT. 


Wh AIIUACARRUAINEWNUUEE AD 


CHAMPIONS 


LEAGUE 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE - First 
Knockout Stage 
Real Madrid vsJuventus 
Porto vs inter Milan 
Barcelona, vs Chelsea 
‘Werder Bremen, ve 
Liverpool vs 
PSV Eindhoven vs 


Lyon 
Bayer Leverkusen 
‘AS Monaco) 


Manchester United ys AC Milan 
Bayer Munich) ys. Arsenal 
First Knockout Stage 


Firet leg - February 22-23 
Second leg - March 8-9 

Note: Inter Milan will play the second leg of 
their tie on March 15, 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 5.6 
Second leg - April 12-13 


‘Semi-finals 
First leg - April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Fink: 
May 25, Istanbul 


UEFA CUP - FIRST KNOCK- 
OUT STAGE 


Graz AKvs Middlesbrough 
Heerenveen vs Newcastle United 
Basel vs Lille 

Parma vs VIB Stuttgart 

Sporting Lisbon) ys Feyenoord 
Alemannia Aschen ys AZ Alkmaar 
Austria Vienna vs Athletic Bilbao 
Partizan Belgrade vs Dnipro 


Valencia vs Steaua Bucharest 
Ajax Amsterdam = ys AI Auxerre 
CSKA Moscow vs_—_—Benfica 
Fenerbahce ys Real Zaragoza 
Panathinaikos vs Sevilla 
Shakhtar Donetsk ve Schalke 04 
Olympiakos yy Sochaux 
Dynamo Kiev vs Villarreal 

First Knockout Stage 


First leg - February 16-17 
Second leg - February 24 


Second Knockont Stage 
First leg - March 10 
Second leg - March 16-17 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 7 
‘Second leg - April 14 


Semi. 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Final 


May 18, Lisbon 


Monaco player Emesto Chevanton 
reacts after missing a goal against 
Bordeaux. 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 

Westerlo 2 Ghent 1, Brussels 2 Excelsior 
Mouscron 1, Racing Genk 2 Cercle Bruges 
4, Lokeren 1 Charierol 1, ta Louviere 3 
Uerse 2, Beveren 1 Germinal Beerschot 0, 
‘Standard Liege 5 Oostende 0, Club Bruges 5 
St Truiden 1, Mons-Bergen vs Andertecht — 
Postponed. 


PoWODLE A Pts 
‘club Brugge 17 14 2 1 459 44 
2anderlecht 16 12 1 3 35 16 37 
3charlerol 17 10 3 4 26 19 33 
AAAGent 17:10 2:-S 34 22:32 
Sstandard «17 9 3 5 28 2030 
6Genk 17.8 6 3 231730 
Tatowviere 17 9 2 6 28 1729 
alierse 77°37 «312824 
QWesterlo 17 7 2 8 17 2723 
‘Olokeren 17 6 5 6 182123 
1Beveren 17 6 4 7 23 22.22 
2Mouscron 17 6 3 8 25 2221 
asBrugge 17: 6 «2 9 26 43 20 
taGenal Behot 17 § 2 10 16 24 17 
45Sint-Trulden17 4 4 9 47 27 16 
teprussels 17 @ 2 11 16 34 10 
A70ostende 17 1 5 1115 358 
18Mons 161 3 Wise 


DUTCH EREDIVISE 

‘Vitesse 3 Graafschap 1, Twente Enschede 0 
NAC Breda 0, PSV Eindhoven 0 Roda JC 2, 
Rosendaal 0 AZ Alkmaar 2, RKC Waalwijk 1 
‘Willem il Tilburg 0, Den Haag 2 Feyenoord 
0, Groningen 0 Ajax Amsterdam 4, NEC 
Nijmegen 3 Heerenveen 2, Utrecht 1 Den 
Bosch 0. 


Po WOLF A Pts 
aakmaar 17 «13:3 «1 «44-12 42 
2Psv 7 43:3 4 42 10 42 
3Alax 74:2 «41:17:37 
4Feyenoord 17 9 4 & 42 23 34 
SHeerenveen 17 8 4 5 30 20 20 
GUtrecht «617 8 «AS 25 19 28 
vitesse = 17: 8 0S «6 (28 23:27 
Roda 77 5 5 322626 
NAC 77 5 5 273326 
1owillem | 47 6 4 7 22 25 22 
‘Waalwik 17 5 6 6 24 23:21 
‘2Groningen 17 5 4 8 24 33 19 
‘stwente 17 5 3 9 19 25 18 
AGNEC 74 5 8 202417 
15Den Haag 17 4 3 10 21 28 15 
‘eden Bosch 17 2 3 1210459 
A7Roosendaal 17 2 2 13 17 458 
18De Grfschap17 1 5 11 17 43.8 
FRENCH LIGUE 1 


Lyon 1 Marseille 1, Monaco 1 Sordeaux 1, 
Paris St Germain 3 Metz 0, Ajaccio 0 Lille 0, 
Auxerre 4 Nice 5, Caen 0 Toulouse 2, Istres 
St Etienne 2, Lens 2 Bastia 1, strasbourg 
‘Rennes 0, Nantes 2 Sochaux 2. 


PWODLE A Pts 
Lyon 19 109 0 238 39 
2uitle 19 10 6 3 23 11 36 
BAuerre © 19: 9 «55526 19 52 
4Monaco = 19. 7: «9 3 24 18 30 
SMarsellle 19 8 5 6 22 18 29 
sToulouse 19 7 7 5 24 17 28 
Wordesux 19 5 12 2 21 10 27 
@sochaux 19 7 6 6 24 19 27 
gstEtienne 19 6 8 5 26 19 26 
10PSG 49.6 8 5 23 2226 
tANIce 196 7 6 262525 
42Lens 195 9 5 242024 
1sRennes © 19 6 «5 8 19 23 23 
1aMetz 195 8 6 17 2623 
15strasboura 19 4 7 8 18 25 19 
46Caen 194 7 8 15.3019 
‘7Nantes 19 4 «6 «9 16 22 18 
‘eBastla «= 19 4S 10 14 25 17 
‘gajacclo §=6 19 2 107 16 23 16 
2istres «19. 1 «9 «9 10:23:12 
GERMAN BUNDESLIGA. 


Bayern Munich 2 Stuttgart 2, Bochum 4 
Hamburger 2, Hannover 0 Hertha 4, Hansa 
1 B.Dortmund 1, Mainz 0 Numburg 4, 
Schalke 1 Freiburg 1, Werder Bremen 4 
Kalsersiaute 1, Moenchengiadbach 1 
Bayer Leverkusen 1, Wolfsburg 5 Arminia 
Bielefeld 0. 


w 
‘Bayem = 17 10. 


2schake = 17:«17.« $526 21 34 
3stuttgart «17:9 4 4 32 1931 
Awolfsburg 17 10 0 7 32 26 30 
SBremen = 17 84S (36 19 28. 
GHertha 77 7 3 281528 
THannover 17 8 4 5 24 16 28 
Bleverkusen 17 7 5 5 28 25 26 
SHamburg 17 8 4 8 30 25 25 
toarminia «17 7 3 7 19 23 24 
‘Mainz 17: 5&7 24 27 22 
42NOmberg 17 5 6 6 28 2621 
‘Bkaislautern 17 8 3 8 22 26 24 
waDortmund 17 9 & 7 17:22:18 
45M6n/dbach 17 2 5 8 20 30 17 
‘eBochum 17 3 5 9 23:35 14 
‘Hansa 17: 2S 10 13: 36 11 
‘eFreiburg 17 2 § 10 14 38 11 
HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Kerkyra 0 Aris 0, Ergotelis 4 Apollon 4, 
\raklis 1 Xanthi 1, AEK Athens 4 OFI Crete 4, 
PAOK 3 lonikos 0, Egaleo 2 Olympiakos 2, 
Panionios 4 Kallithea 1. 


P WOLF A Pts 
Olympiacos 12 8 3 4 207 27 
2PAO 12.8 2 2 205 2 
SAEK 1726 6 0 177 24 
4Egaleo 23 8 1 108 “7 
Sxanthl 2a 5 3 15 14°7 
60FI 12:4 4 & 18 16 16 
yantonlos 12 4 4 & 8 1116 
8PAOK 424 4 4 14.1716 
SHalkidona 12 4 3 5 13 14 15 
‘olonkos © 12 4 «3 5 8 14 15 
Mrakils = 12: 4 2 «6 12 16 14 
‘12kallithea 12 3 4 5 16 18 13 
‘Bkerkira «= 12:3 SG (10 14 12 
14aris, 1721 7 4 9 1440 
‘15Kalamarias 12 2 4 6 8 15 10 
1eErgotelis 12 2 2 8 10228 
PORTUGUESE SUPER LIGA 


Porto 1 Moreirense 0, Braga 3 Boavista 0, 
Benfica 1 Penafiel 0, Gil Vicente 2 Estoril- 
Praia 0, Maritimo 1 Rlo Ave 1, Academica 4 
‘Belra-Mar 1, Nacional Madeira 2 Belenenses 
©, Vitoria Guimaraes vs Sporting ~ Tuesday 
AEDT). 


Pp WODL FA Pts 
Porto 98 4 2 208 2 
@enfica «= 15 8 4 5 73 16 28 
3Boavista «15 8 «3 4 18 16 27 
Braga 457 5 3 201226 
Sporting 14 7 «@ 35 19 1725 
6setbal 447 2 5 191623 
Thelria 445 6 3 171021 
@RioAve 14 4 8 2 1917 20 
gMartimo 13 5 5 3 15 13 20 
Ooulmarees 14.5 4 5 13 12 19 
‘Belenenses 14.5 3 6 25 21 18 
‘2Penaflel 155 2 8 17 29 17 
‘Estorll «= 14. 4B 7 17: 19:15 
‘aBeira-Mar 143 «4 7 17 28 15 
150ll Vicente 14.3 4 7 15 18 13 
‘A6Morelrense 15 2 6 7 14 24 12 
Nacional 14 3 3 8 14 24 12 
teAcadémica 14 3 2 8 13.2111 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Celtic 1 Dundee Utd 0, Dundee 4 Aberdeen 
0, Hibernian 2 Dunfermline 1, Motherwell 1 
Invemess CT 2, Kilmarnock 0 Rangers 4, 
Uvingston vs Hearts - Postponed. 


PWOLE A Pts 
Celtic 19 15 2 2 45 18.47 
Rangers 19144 1 388 46 
Aberdeen 19 10 4 5 23 19 34 
Hibernian 18 10 3 6 34 27 33 
Motherwell 19 9 2 8 27°25 29 
Hearts 1687 6 5 19 14.27 
Kilmamock 18 6 2 11 24 35 20 
InvernesscT 18 4 6 9 20 29 18 
Dunfermine 12 4 4 41 17 29 16 
Dundee 194 4 1118 35 16 
Dundee Utd 19 3 6 10 18 29 15 
Livingston «18 4 3 (11 16 30 15 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 

Barcelona 1 Valencia 1, Levante 4 Albacete 
41, Santander 2 Real Madrid 3, Numancia 0 
Espanyol 0, Real Mallorca 1 Osasuna 2, Real 
Soclecad 4 Getafe 1, Real Zaragoza 0 
Athletic Bilbao 2, Sevilla 2 Real Betis 1, 
Villarreal 3 Malaga 0, Atletico Madrid 4 
Deportivo 0. 

A Pts 


OL 
3 1 38 1030 


F 
3 


Racing de Santander’s Anderson Silva (left) vies with Real Madrid's Javl 


Garcia (right). 

2Espanyol 16 9 3 4 1489 30 Diamonds 1 Scunthorpe 3, Swansea 4 Notts 
3Real Madrid 15 9 2 4 24 14 29 County 0, Wycombe 4 Lincoln 0. 
‘Valencia 168 5 3 241229 
Ssevila 16 8 «4 4 20 18 28 PWD LF A Pts 
Gatiético 16 7 4 5 181325 Scunthorpe 22 14 5 3 40 20 47 
‘7Betis 166 6 4 21 2024 Yeovil 22 12 4 6 41 30 40 
GOsasuna «16: 7 «3 6 24-2524 Swansea © 22:12: 37-25 18 39 
SDeportive 16 5 7 4 202222 Southend 22 10 5 7 33 80 35 
‘0Viliarresl 16 5 6 5S 191221 Northampton 22 9 7 6 30 25 34 
‘Athletic 166 3 7 202024 Wycombe 22:9 7 6 23 2134 
‘2levante 16 6 3 7 172221 Macclesfield 22 10 4 8 26 25 34 
‘13Real Soclad 15 5 4 6 16 18 19 Darlington 22 9 6 7 26 2133 
‘dZaragoza 16 5 4 7 212419 BostonUtd 22 8 B 6 30 24 32 
‘15Racing 164 4 8 15 23 16 Cheltenham 22 8 8 6 20 17 32 
‘16Getafe 164 3 9 142115 Leyton Orient 22 8 8 6 33 32 32 
‘7albacets 16 3 6 7 132115  Lincolncity 22 8 7 7 31 2634 
1@MAlaga 16 4 «3 9 112245 Rochdale 22 9 4 9 25 27 341 
49Mallorca 16 3 4 9 152443 Bury 27 9 6 312730 
20Numancia 16 3 3 10 10 26 12 Bristol Rovers 22 7 9 6 24 21 30 

Mansfield 22:7 > «7 8 26 22 28 
ENGLISH DIVISION 3 Grimsby 22 7 7 8 26 24 28 
Grimsby 1 Oxford 1, Southend 1 Chester 0, Oxford Utd 22 7 5 10 18 26 26 
Shrewsbury 0 Mansfield 2, Boston 3 Chester 225 9 8 20 32 24 
Darlington 1, Cambridge 1 Bury 4, NottsCounty 22 6 5 11 24 32 25 
Cheltenham 2 Kidderminster 0, Leyton 2 Rushden 22 5 7 1018 25 22 
Yeovil 3, Macclesfield 1 Northampton 3, Shrewsbury 22 4 7 1119 31 19 
Rochdale 0 Bristol R 0, Rushden & Cambridge 22 3 8 11 19 27 17 

Kierminster 22 4 3 15 12 39 15 


Liffe’s defender Efstathois Taviaridis (right) attacks the ball in front of 
Ajaccio's forward, Edson Marcelo De Faria. 
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Saso 
Petrovski 


PLAYER PROFILE 24 


CLUB: Bankstown City Lions 
POSITION: Striker 
AGE: 29 
FORMER CLUBS: 
Wollongong Wolves. 
Viborg FC (Denmark). 

sq Parramatias?, 


